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“Their surfaces were embellished with unique and striking designs, a kaleidoscopic assortment of knobs, ridges, circles, slots,

crosses, diamonds, flowers, scallops, and stars. No one who has seen can failed to marvel at the design variations manifest in

these older cast iron covers.”
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Manhole Covers from the Tokyo Imperial
University Periodas Cultural Resources
- A Study of Their Distribution and Typology

Yasushi Ando*

A significant number of manhole covers from the Tokyo Imperial University era, bearing inscriptions
such as “WEFFBIKRKE" (“Tokyo Teikoku Daigaku”), still remain on the campuses of the University of
Tokyo. It is likely that no other area in Japan retains such a concentration of nearly century-old man-
hole covers, making them a potentially valuable cultural resource. However, no comprehensive survey
had been conducted until now, and no preservation efforts have been undertaken.

This study carried out a field survey of manhole covers bearing the “HITFEKEL" inscription
across the Hongo, Yayoi, and Asano campuses, documenting their distribution and attempting a typo-
logical classification. The survey identified 163 manhole covers belonging to 28 distinct types. These
can be broadly categorized into three functional groups: electrical (7 types, 38 covers), culvert-related
(13 types, 45 covers), and sewer-related (8 types, 80 covers). The electrical and culvert types share
similar design features and overlapping distributions, whereas the sewer types are characterized by
entirely different designs and a much broader spatial distribution.

The survey results have been published as open data and are expected to serve as a foundational
resource for future research and conservation efforts. It is hoped that this dataset will be widely uti-

lized by others and foster diverse developments in both academic and preservation-related contexts.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Manhole Covers, Open Data, Design, Tokyo Imperial University, Cultural Resources, Teidai-Gesui.
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