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Life Story Research and “Tojisha”
: Responses of “dapanese Women Left
Behind in China” and “Fourth generation”

Reika Morikawa*

This paper is an attempt to clarify the process of being an another Tojisha through research on the
life story of my great-grandmother, a “Japanese Woman Left Behind in China”, from the perspective of
life story research and Tojisha. Since I was born to a Japanese mother and a father who is quarter
Chinese and quarter Japanese, and attended an overseas Chinese kindergarten and school in Kobe, I
have always self-identified as half Japanese-Chinese and overseas Chinese. However, after studying
abroad in the northeastern part of China, where “Manchukuo” used to be located, I realized that my
great-grandmother was a woman who had lived in “Manchukuo” and was forced to “remain” in China
after Japan lost the war, and was called a “Japanese Woman Left Behind in China. After completing
my studies in China, I interviewed my great-grandmother about her life and experiences as a “Japanese
Woman Left Behind in China” and gradually became aware of my own identity as a fourth-generation
of “Japanese Woman Left Behind in China” as I began to formulate my life story research. Thus, I
became an another Tojisha in life story research. In this paper, I clarified how I became a “fourth-gen-

eration” through the interactions that took place as a result of my life story research.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Japanese Women Left Behind in China, Fourth generation of Japanese Women Left Behind in China, “Manchukuo”,
Tojisha, Life Story, Auto Ethnography.
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