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Senpuku and Kakure Kirishitan's Book of Faith:
Manuscript Investigation and Reexamination of Tenchi Hajimart no Koto
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Senpuku and Kakure Kirishitan' s Book of Faith;
Manuscript Investigation and Reexamination of
Tenchi Hajimari no Koto

Yaqiong Lyu*

This paper focuses on the sacred book of faith held by Senpuku Kirishitan (Japanese people who
converted to Christianity as a result of the Catholic mission in the premodern Japan and persisted in
this belief during 1644-1865) and later on Kakure Kirishitan (Japanese people who continued the Sen-
puku Kirishitan belief after 1865), “Tenchi hajimari no koto™ .

Interweaving biblical stories with Japanese folklore, this marvelous text has already inspired over
40 studies and translations in multiple languages ever since it was introduced in the 1930s. Howev-
er, fundamental study on the manuscripts has been lacking since the 1970s, and questions about the
formation and circulation of this book are still awaiting to be answered. This gap in research could
potentially lead to the dangerous oversimplification of complex Christian beliefs in Japan.

This paper addresses the aforementioned issues by conducting investigations at Tenri Central Li-
brary and Kirishitan Bunko of Sophia University, building upon the findings of previous research. As
a result of the investigations, there are at least fifteen manuscripts in existence at this point. After a
scrutinization of the eight accessible manuscripts, the author divided the manuscripts into two groups
according to the content and narratives. Based on the classification, this paper traces how Tenchi
hajimart no koto was passed on and used in Senpuku Kirishitan and Kakure Kirishitan communities,
although the question about the composition of this book remains unsolved.

Though most of this book's manuscripts were kept by leaders of the faith, the legends inside this
book reached the majority of followers through the storytelling at religious gatherings. However,
when it comes to the era of Kakure Kirishitan, although the prayers derived from this sacred book
are still cited by the believers, it seems the book itself was detached from the believers. This book
ceased to function as the sacred book of faith and transformed into a time capsule that preserves the

Christian belief in pre-modern Japan.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Senpuku Kirishitan, Kakure Kirishitan, Christianity, Tenchi hajimari no koto, Nagasaki, Bible.
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