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Beauty Practice and Phases of Masculinity
among South Korean Men
- Communication in the Military.

Saki Kohira*

Beauty practice among men has become more common globally in the recent years, which can
be observed in the annually expanding market for men's cosmetics. In South Korea, the practice is
not only limited to women but also among men; with South Korean men contributing to the highest
global per capita sales of men's cosmetics. Some studies had suggested that there is a correlation
between the male-dominated norms such as Confucianism and military service to beauty practice
and the high aesthetic consciousness among South Korean men. This paper attempts to clarify some
aspects of the correlation that may have been overlooked through an interview survey with focus on
the South Korean men's military service experiences. The results offer a new insight in the South
Korean men's beauty practices that are paradoxically fostered by the military, an institution that

symbolizes masculinity.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Korean men, Beauty practice, Military, Military service, Masculinity.

SR RIS A B R IR & B0 153





