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Art, Technology, and STS
- A Theoretical Reflection on
Technology-driven Contemporary Art

Masato Fukushima*

The purpose of this paper is to provide a theoretical framework from the perspective of science
and technology studies (STS) to analyze diverse kinds of problems concerning works of contemporary
art that are driven by emerging new technologies of various kinds. In recent years, STS has tried to
expand its scope from traditional areas of concern to new ones that involve the world of contempo-
rary art. This expansion, however, has been relatively restricted in its approach, which is analogous
to existing microscopic laboratory studies and those using the concept of experimental system.

In this paper, I provide an alternative framework based on the idea that art itself is a specific type
of technology, where the tradition of technological analysis in STS is more suitable to the issue of
technology-driven contemporary art than existing approaches. I will discuss two types of issues—one
concerning the short-term aspect in technological development i.e. dynamics of expectation and hype
cycle, and the other related to the long-term aspect, i.e., infrastructural dynamics—in relation to both

technology at large and art works in particular.

* Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
Key Words : Science and technology studies, STS, Contemporary art, Technology, Infrastructure, Expectation, Hype, Evaluation,

Repair, Maintenance
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