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A Study on Mobilities Created by the “Shuyu-ken”
Excursion Ticket in the Japanese National Railways Era
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A Study on Maobilities Created by the
“Shuyu-ken” Excursion Ticket in the
Japanese National Railways Era

Eunbyul Ahn*

This study explores multiple mobilities that were created through the Shuyu-ken, a type of train
excursion ticket released during the Japanese National Railways era(1949-1987).

In recent years, some tourism studies have emphasized materiality, while there has also been an
approach of considering tourism as a performance that is constantly made by the interaction of peo-
ple and non-human objects, technologies, and places. However, compared to this theoretical attention,
there has not been sufficient analysis of particular objects involved in tourist mobility.

Referring to the study of the Interrail mobilities in Europe and the ‘Staging Mobilities framework
applied thereto, this paper examines mobilities created by the Shuywu-ken. The framework describes
mobile situations as continuous interactions between the staging from above such as regulations
and designed systems and the staging from below such as the embodied practices of tourists.

By examining articles and travelogues concerning Shuyu-ken from magazines and newspapers, this
article shows how Shuyu-ken guided tourists movements in particular ways, while I also argue that
Shuyu-ken users created multiple mobilities connecting various cultural practices with rich meanings
and values that were not predicted or expected in the original ticket design. This study contributes
to developing a perspective on understanding tourism mobility as a continuous socio-material perfor-

mance, not just a transportation system that we cannot easily change.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Excursion Ticket, Railway travel, Tourism mobility, Japanese National Railway, Staging mobilities.
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