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Studying Advertising of the Reiwa Era
: Focusing on the Current Status and Issues
of TV Advertising Archives

Jimmine Yoo*

The purpose of this paper is to review the current status of TV advertising archives in Japan in
the context of the 2020s, the Reiwa era, and to consider the issues faced by TV advertising archives
have. In detail, this paper examines three case studies: the “20th Century TV Commercial Database”
of Ritsumeikan University, the “DigiHub” of Ad Museum Tokyo, and the Broadcast Library. The cur-
rent status of each archive was examined using five indices.

Based on the current status of each TV advertising archive, the issues faced can be divided into
two main aspects. First, there is the aspect of the collection of materials, which includes the issues of (1)
updating the archives with latest works and (2) breaking through the masterpiece principle. Consider-
ing the fact that there is no accessible TV advertising archive at all for commercials produced since
the beginning of the Reiwa era, timely addition of the latest works is an urgent issue to be addressed.
Furthermore, when the archives collect materials, they need to break away from the “masterpiece
principle” that focuses on contest winners or hit films and feature ordinary works as well.

Second, there is the aspect of rights restrictions, which includes the issues of (3) expanding public
access and (4) permission for secondary use. Rather than being released only for research and edu-
cational purposes, the TV advertising archives should be made available for everyone to use, and at
the same time, promote the expansion of public access so that they can be accessed on the Internet.
In addition, the current situation is that secondary use is difficult even for research and educational
purposes due to the restrictions of the Copyright Act, and there is a need to discuss and work on lib-
eralizing secondary use.

In order to overcome these issues, it is necessary to raise awareness of commercials as an import-
ant cultural resource and to reexamine the copyright law. By doing so, it will be possible to broaden

the base of TV advertising archives and expand the hidden potential of TV advertising archives.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : TV commercial, TV advertising archives, Television archives, Reiwa era.
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