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Collective Memory of Japanese American
Internment on the Internet:

A Case Study on the Digitization of “Pilgrimage”
to Japanese American Internment Camps

Ayaka Inaba®

Postwar Japanese American collective memories have been constructed by two kinds of memories.
One memory is “official memory” that emphasizes Japanese Americans patriotism and loyalty to the
United States, and the other is “non-white vernacular memory’, an anti-racist narrative that locates
their experiences into the broader non-white American history.

The internet has the potential to evoke transnational aspects of Japanese American memory, which
complicates this binary. To analyze this phenomenon, this paper explores an online event, “Tadaimal
A Community Virtual Pilgrimage” in 2020, to elucidate the impact of the use of the internet and
COVID-19 pandemic on Japanese American domestic “official” memory.

This paper reveals the following points. Tadaima referred to the racism incidents and the BLM
protest in 2020 America as challenges that Tadaima 2020 should tackle. Moderators also explained
the Tadaima 2020" significance in the light of both “official memory” and “non-white vernacular mem-
ory’ . The former celebrates Japanese Americans Americaness and the ideal of democracy, while
the latter emphasizes the importance of eliminating racism or helping other minorities in America
who are targeted by violence due to their race.

Furthermore, Tadaima 2020 took this digital opportunity to discuss a global Nikkei community that
shares the WWII internment experience. It reinterpreted Japanese American incarceration as global
memory of human rights violation due to race, which is common with Tadaima's three types of audi-
ences: Japanese Americans, non-Japanese non-white Americans, and Nikkei population outside Ameri-
ca.

Third, Tadaima's moderators explained that Tadaima's mission is serving the audiences as their
“home”; a space where all three types of audience, regardless of their ethnicities or nationalities, can

share and learn incarceration history and solidify to tackle with racism.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Collective Memory, Official Memory, Vernacular Memory, Japanese American Internment, Virtual Pilgrimage.
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These results suggest that Tadaima 2020 retained American “official memory” and “non-white
vernacular memory’, but partly abandoned them by reaching a global audience amidst the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead, it defined Japanese American incarceration as a global memory of human rights
violation and the “Nikkei” community as a multi-ethnic and multi-national community that has a

shared experience and advocacy in common.
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