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Why Do People Copy-Dance?
Video analysis and interview research on “Love
Live!” fans

Matsurika Tani*

The act of “copy-dance,” which refers to when people imitate an existing dance choreography,
is widely enjoyed at events and through videos posted on the Internet. However, why people
engage in copy-dance is a question that remains largely unaddressed. This survey aims to gain a
deeper understanding of the act of imitation, especially the act of trying to get closer to the world
of the original work (anime, video, etc.) by investigating and discussing the present situation and
motives behind copy-dance. The subject of this study is to examine copy-dance by fans of the “Love
Livel” series. In order to obtain information on the present situation of copy-dance activities and
the emotions they evoke, a quantitative review through video analysis and a qualitative interview-
based survey were conducted. From the video analysis, 120 dance videos were selected based on the
number of views and were evaluated based on the degree of cosplay and copy-dance. In the interview
research, semi-structured interviews were conducted with the dancers of the copy-dance videos on
items related to their experiences and opinions about dancing. As a result, the motivations for fans to
engage in copy-dance were divided into the following three factors:

- the “original work factor,” which is based on the association with the original work and
characters in the copy-dance;

- the “personal factor,” which is based on one's own personal values of “how I want to be;”

- the “social factor,” which is based on the relationships with other fans and members of the group
you dance with.

However, these factors can overlap. Some of motivations also overlap with other similar fan
activities such as cosplay, anime pilgrimage, and secondary doujinshi activities. For example, “venting
thoughts,” “communicating thoughts,” and ‘reliving the original work or its characters” were
thought to be motives for copy-dance. The process of comparison and adjustment made possible by
the act of imitating the original dance, as well as reliving the original work or its characters, helps

deepen one's understanding of the original work or its characters.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Fan Studies, Play, Motives, “2.5-dimensional” Culture, Love Live!
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