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Local Media Evolving with ICT and the Public's Right to Know:
The Nishinippon Shimbun's “Your Special Mission Report Team’
Collaboration Efforts

Taeka Matsubara®

With the development of information and communication technology (ICT) , the terms “electronic
democracy” and “digital democracy” have begun to be used. These terms reflect the idea that ICT
will bring about a democracy in which citizens take the initiative.

On the other hand, the development of ICT is accelerating digital transformation (DX) . This
phenomenon has also occurred in the newspaper industry, which has always led the speech space
in democratic societies. Especially in local areas, where the population is declining and aging,
newspapers are under pressure to change.

This research will take the Nishinippon Shimbun, a local news media in the Kyushu region, as a
case study.

Section 1 points out the significant role of newspapers in the local speech space and mentions
the necessity for newspapers to take the initiative in regional informatization. Section 2 ascertains
that ICT can transform a region into a community, and that LINE can be used as a tool in this
transformation. Section 3 explains how the Nishinippon Shimbun's "Your Special Report Team"
1s working to collaborate with readers and other local medias through ICT. Section 4 clarifies the
results of the interview survey with three reporters of the Your Special Mission Report Team.
Section 5 refers to the fact that the public consists of individuals and focuses on the direct connection
between reporters and readers of newspapers through ICT, which allows readers to also become
sources of news coverage.

Finally, by specifying that the public interest born from the expression of one member of the public
is returned to the public as a whole, this paper argues that the public's right to know underpins the

individual's freedom of speech.

* Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Digital Democracy, Democratizing, Community, The Public, The Right to Know.

126 WHREERAEBETHF B E A2 Nol00





