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The Reception of Iwanami-Bunko and “Bunko” Magazine in the 1950's Pocket
Sized Series Boom: On the Creation of a Community of Readers.
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The Reception of lwanami-Bunko and “Bunko”
Magazine in the 1950’'s Pocket Sized Series
Boom: On the Creation of a Community of Readers.

Tsuyoshi Horiguchi*

The purpose of this paper is to understand the reception of Iwanami-Bunko and “Bunko” magazine
in the 1950" s pocket-sized series boom. More particularly, I focus on the “Bunko” magazine s
articles and reader’ s contributions and explore the tactics that Iwanami-Bunko and its readers
create distinction among other pocket-sized series. This analysis utilizes Chartier’ s approach to a
community of readers.

Until now the “Bunko” magazine has been considered a material to understand “Iwanami
Culture” . But by focusing on an aspect of medium, this research reveals that the “Bunko” magazine
creates a community of readers of the Iwanami-Bunko in 1950s. The Iwanami-Bunko s form as a

pocket-sized series has a particular meaning for its readers.

Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies

Key Words : Iwanami-Bunko, Bunko magazine, 1950's, Pocket Sized Series Boom.
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