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A Turning Point in the Representation of Contemporary History between
Japan and Korea focusing on the Television Documentary Mikko (1980)
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A Turning Point in the Representation of
Contemporary History between

Japan and Korea focusing on the Television
Documentary Mikko (1980)

Jihye Chung”

This study examines the portrayal of zainichi Koreans (diasporic Koreans in Japan) in non-
fiction moving images in Post-war Japan focusing on memory of Korean ‘smuggler .

In 1980s, globalization and internationalization generated greater interaction with the Korean
peninsula and turned the spotlight on related social issues. The documentary ‘Mikko(smuggling)
(1980)followed illegal Korean immigrants coming to work in Japan. Although the focus was
covering the Omura immigration detention center in Nagasaki prefecture, the colonial legacy
was discussed to some extent. The chief director Hagino Yasunobu himself appears on the
screen and narrates in the first person.

Focusing on the historical, political, social background behind the television program ‘Mikko',
this paper examines how the Japanese experienced and came to understand the role of zainichi
Koreans and their own colonial losses. And it also analyzes a shift across time of images of
Korean ‘smuggler in particular images in non-fiction documentary films, newsreels, and

television documentaries in Post-war Japan.

Project Researcher, Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Television Documentary, Moving Images, Korea, Memory, Smuggling
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