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Towards Formulating the “Link-Turn” Refutation
in Social Problems Controversy:

A Study of Controversy over the Revision of
Sexually Explicit Manga Regulation in Japan, 2010

Toshiaki Sato*

This research aims to introduce the term “link-turn’, an interesting refutation style, into a
social constructionist approach as a new type of “counter-rhetoric’, through analyzing a case
study.

“Link-turn” is originally defined as a refutation strategy in competitive debate. Against a
negative argument which points out a disadvantage of an certain policy proposed, a “link-turn”
refutation suggests that not only will the proposed policy not have a disadvantage but that the
plan will minimize its disadvantage. A “link-turn” refutation thus converts an opponents claim
into an exact reason to approve the proposed policy.

Not only in competitive debate but also in so-called “social problems” controversy, a ‘link-turn”
refutation style plays an important role. However, a social constructionist approach, which is
designed to describe “social problems” controversy, has not yet established a framework in
order to precisely comprehend such “link-turn” refutation.

This research attempts to clarify what a “link-turn” refutation can do in its actual application
in “social problems” controversy and to make a contribution to a social constructionist
methodology. Especially, this article tries to analyze and formulate a ‘link-turn” refutation by
using Joel Best's social constructionist framework: “the structure of social problems claims” (Best
1987, 2008). To make interactions between claims more visible, this framework resolves each
claim into three components: “grounds’, “warrants” and “conclusions”.

As a result of analyzing a case study of the revision of sexually explicit manga regulation in
Japan, 2010, a “link-turn” refutation in such actual “social problems” controversy can be defined
as (a) counter-rhetoric which: (1) confirms and shares opponent claim's “warrant but (2)
reintroduce new “grounds’ in order to (3) propose alternative “conclusions’. In other words, this

refutation denies and converts a ‘link” between opponent claim's “warrants” and “conclusions’.

Doctor Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies JSPS Research Fellowship for Young Scientists

Key Words : Social Constructionist Approach, Debate Study, Claim Analysis, Rhetoric Analysis, Turnaround, Link-turn,
Counter-Rhetoric.
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Furthermore, this research has found the two effects of a “link-turn” refutation observed in
the case study. After this refutation style is employed, it is highly likely that (b-1) the “warrants”
which are confirmed and shared by both claims-makers will be rarely rebutted. Alternatively, (b-
2) the “grounds” tend to become the very main point in the dispute in order to “link” both sides’

desirable “conclusions’.
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