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Anti-Base Movement in Reportage Art :
Foregrounding 2 types of Violence

Megumi Hagiwara*

The 1950s was a period when the US military base system was expanding around the
world, especially in East Asia. Within Japan, many local groups mobilized in opposition to
the endless construction process and inconveniences caused by US bases. This paper focuses
on the Reportage Art, which was a characteristic of 1950s Japan. By examining the artistic
works depicting these emotional struggles with the US army, the paper attempts to clarify the
relationship between art and politics.

The resulting artworks attempted to capture the pluralistic viewpoints and multilayered
aspects of the anti-base movement, especially physical (direct) and structural violence.
The physical (direct) violence was presented by “Girard Case” and Hiroshi Nakamura’
s production. On the other hand, the structural violence was accused by Tatsuo Ikeda s
works which drew Uchinada struggle, and Hiroshi Nakamura' s famous work which drew the
Sunagawa struggle. Those artworks succeeded to accuse the violence of military affairs and
the structural violence of the forced suppression by the nation. Moreover, through production
of these artworks, artists began to recover their historical subjectivity in the face of a reality
shaped by external forces.

However, some types of women were otherized and excluded from the historical subjectivity.
The hidden violent gaze to woman, was presented by Kikuji Yamashita, Takeshi Morikuma,
and Tatsuo lkeda s works which drew military prostitutes called “Panpan” . They divided
women into 2 types: ‘pure’ normal women and ‘impure” abnormal women. ‘Impure”
women were otherized, and consequently were not able to obtain historical subjectivity by the

Reportage Art.

Doctoral student, the Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Anti-base movement, Reportage Art, 1950s, Pacifism, Violence.

96 RRORFEREBAEMATORE  HWFATE No90



