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An Empirical Study of the Effect of
Knowledgeability on Chinese People’s
Feelings about the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island
Problem: Based on a Survey Performed before
the 2012 Anti-dapan Demonstrations

Chen Song*

Past discussions regarding the feelings of the Chinese people about the problem of sovereignty
over the Senkaku (in Japanese) or Diaoyu (in Chinese) Islands have mainly been analyses
of observations of anti-Japanese attitudes as expressed through anti-Japan demonstrations
that have occurred surrounding the issue. Based on a survey performed just before the
demonstrations in 2012, this study empirically demonstrated how “attitudess toward Japan”
and “being knowledgeable about the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island problem” affected Chinese people’s
feelings about the problem.

The analysis showed that Chinese people’s “attitudes toward Japan” and their “being
knowledgeable about the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island problem” each had a significant effect on
how they felt about the problem. I found that, overall, compared to “being knowledgeable”,
“attitudess toward Japan” exerted a more decisive influence on Chinese people’s feelings about
the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island problem.

Specifically, the more favorable Chinese people’s opinions were of Japan, there were
corresponding diminishing trends in each of the reactions related to the problem “feelings of
historical humiliation”,“feelings of defensiveness”, “wanting the government to take forceful
measures to resolve the problem”, and “frustration with the Japanese people brought on by the
problem”. Further, a comparison of people’s feelings about the problem by whether they were
knowledgeable about it showed that people who knowledgeable on this issue were significantly
higher in feelings of historical humiliation and defensiveness. On the other hand, being
knowledgeable about the problem had no significant effect on “wanting the government to take

forceful measures to resolve the problem” or on “frustration with the Japanese people brought

Graduate school of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
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on by the problem”.

Thus, the study showed that in order to alter Chinese people’s intensely negative feelings
about the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island problem, it may be effective to somehow positively influence
people’s attitudes toward Japan in contrast to increasing their knowledgeability about the
problem as might be expected from past discussions. However, in the midst of increasingly
negative attitudes toward Japans in 2012, it may be difficult to “rationally connect with feelings”
and this study shows that there may be concern that increasing knowledgeability during 2012

could intensify feelings of historical humiliation, and defensiveness .
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