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The notion of “singularity” in Simondon and Deleuze:
A way of rethinking “information” metaphysically

Tkutomo Horie*

Abstract

Gilbert Simondon, one of the most significant French philosophers of the latter half of the 20th
century, has long been underestimated, primarily owing to the difficulty of Simondon's thought
on individuation. The sole exception to this lack of recognition was the praise of Simondon's
work by Gilles Deleuze. Recently, however, Simondon's thought on individuation has attracted
attention in various domains, particularly epistemology, ontology, political philosophy, the
philosophy of nature and the philosophy of technique. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the
difference between Simondon's theory of individuation and Deleuze's theory of individuation, by
focusing on the notion of “singularity” .

Simondon is best known for his philosophy of technique and his theory of individuation. He
discussed the former in his complementary doctoral thesis titled Du mode d'existence des objets
techniques (On the mode of existence of technical objects), and the latter in his main doctoral
thesis titled L individuation a la lumiére des notions de forme et d'information (Individuation in
light of the notions of form and information). This paper focuses chiefly on the latter, referring
also to Deleuze's theory of individuation.

In the Introduction of Simondon's main thesis, the central issue is a critique of two
classical doctrines concerning the notion of the individual, namely atomist substantialism and
hylomorphism. According to Simondon, the individual is a certain phase of being that results
from the operation of individuation, which starts from the “pre-individual being” , the regime
before the individual. Through the process of examining his theory, this paper shows that
Simondon grasps an individuation not as a union of ‘raw matter’ and “geometric form”
but as an “internal resonance” between ‘prepared matter’ and “materialized form” via
singularity in the concrete here and now.

Incidentally, in his book review titled “Gilbert Simondon, L individu et sa genése physico-
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biologique (On Gilbert Simondon)” , Deleuze states that the importance of Simondon's thesis is
the rigorous distinction it makes between singularity and individuality. Based on Deleuze's book
review, this paper outlines the way Deleuze comprehends Simondon's thought on singularity,
and argues that despite Deleuze's evaluation, Simondon does not clearly distinguish between
singularity and individuality in his main thesis. In fact, he regards singularity as a mediator
between two different orders of magnitude at the level of the individual that is an activity of
relation, and this fact appears to raise questions about the validity of Deleuze's book review.

Furthermore, in Simondon's thought, “singularities as information” containing two aspects,
namely a real aspect concerning the concrete here and now and also an ideal aspect concerning
the “pure event” , exist, while Deleuze opens up the problematic of “impersonal and pre-
individual singularities” by generalizing the latter. In fact, Deleuze's discussions of “impersonal
and pre-individual singularities” are connected with Simondon's discussions that recognize two
aspects in ‘singularities as information” , via the notion of “event” . This paper suggests
that Deleuze stretches the interpretation of one of two aspects of Simondon's discussions of

“singularities as information” , namely the ideal one concerning the “pure event’ .

Finally, in terms of the differences between their two theories, this paper states tentatively
that Deleuze's reading of Simondon's theory of individuation explains the difference between
their theory of an “abstract machine” and Simondon's theory of the “concretization” of
technical objects, and that Simondon's discussion of the notion of “information” can help us to

rethink “information” metaphysically.
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