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A comparative study of ITS standardization policy
in the U.S. and E.U.

Duan Run*

Abstract

Since the beginning of 1990s, the R&D of ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems) was started by
the U.S. then became a general technology attracted more and more countries participating in
this completion, resulting in standards problems.

The standardization of ITS in the U.S. was approached by a series of Acts, then implemented
by the programs based on the Acts updated every 5 years or 10 years. It focuses on the
connection between infrastructure and automobile, while Europe launched the R&D programs of
ITS under a series of R&D projects aimed to enhance the competitiveness of Europe. It did not
consider the integration of road system and automobile until recently.

Based on this different situation, I separated the development of ITS policy in the U.S. into four
periods, while dividing the development of ITS policy in EU into two periods along chronological
order, then compare them from three aspects: the standardization procedure, activities and
the promoting way. This study aimed to investigate the mechanism of standardization and the
factors influence this procedure, finally find out the role policy played during standardization.

Previous studies of standardization often deal from the perspective of international trade,
corporate strategy, industry and business. Studies of standardization policy has been increasing
in recent years, but they are still not too much as far as I know. This study tries to contribute
to the extension of research field, and elucidation of the relationship between cooperation

mechanisms and standardization.
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