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Modernization of Consciousness on Time in Japan
-A Case Study of Name of Era, Imperial
Periodization and New Calendar-

Hirohito Suzuki*

Abstract

This paper analyses about a consciousness on time in Japan, especially at the beginning of
Meiji era from the viewpoint of the historical sociology.

In some academic fields, there are several arguments on the relation between imperial
system and unification of a consciousness on time at that moment. But this paper highlights a
multiplicity in the representation of time, including Gengo(the name of a Japanese era), an epoch

brought about emperor Jinmu, and reform on an almanac.
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