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The Effect of Information Sources on Modern
Chinese Images to Japan

Jiang Hui*

Abstract

Based on a survey conducted in 2012 at China, this paper empirically discussed how
information sources affect the Chinese images to Japan. According to the criticism towards
the “Anti-Japanese Sentiment” in current China society, this study covered four elements:

“Recognition” , “Evaluation” , “Emotion” and “Behavior” , on the basis of the definition
of “Image” in social psychology. In addition, study objects are categorized into Japan nation,
Japanese male and female residents. Moreover, four types of source information, such as “Direct
Contact” , “School Education” , “Media” and “Interpersonal Communication” , included a
total of 31 items according to the development and usage of media at China. In particular, this
paper set up individual investigation items about “Anti-Japanese Education” , “Anti-Japanese
TV Dramas’ and “Anti-Japanese Movies” that were criticized severely in previous studies.

Initially, it is obvious that the most of Chinese people at present are relying on various
information sources, especially the media, to get information about Japan. On the other hand,
as the result of the consideration to find out the relationship between the usage of information
sources and the images to Japan of Chinese, it shows that there are certain kinds of relevance
between them, however, the tendency is unidentified there. In conclusion, it is unreasonable to
consider the formation of modern Chinese images to Japan only from single information source.

It needs to be perceived as a pluralistic product formed in a complex information environment.

Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

KeyWldrds : Images to Japan, Information Sources
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