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The results and analyses of UTokyo’'s MOOC
in2013

Yu Ara, Toru Fujimoto, Yuri Isshiki, Yuhei Yamauchi

Abstract

Recently Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) has been receiving remarkable attention from
not only educators but parties involved in higher education around the world. Users of MOOC
have been soaring since major MOOC providers began offering services in 2012. Keeping up
with this big stream, the University of Tokyo (UTokyo) participated in Coursera, the largest
MOOC provider, in 2013, and provided two MOOCs: “From the Big Bang to Dark Energy” from
the astrophysics field, and “Conditions of War and Peace” from the international politics field.
In total, 80,000 users registered to the two courses, and 5400 learners obtained Statements of
Accomplishment SoAs.

While MOOC is gaining popularity on a global scale, not enough studies on MOOC are
published to assess its effectiveness. There are affirmative views on MOOC’s broad outreach
that will close the global educational gap in higher education, but on the other hand, there
also are dissenting views on MOOC’s educational effectiveness due to its low completion rate.
Further researches are expected to resolve this discrepancy and to determine MOOC's value.
To contribute to the progress of MOOC research, this paper provides the results of UTokyo's

two courses and analytical lenses for future studies.

Key Words : Massive Open Online Course, MOOCs, Distance Education
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