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An Analysis of Live Broadcasting of Baseball
Game in Television: From a Comparison with
a Baseball Film

Yuki Takinami

Abstract

How can we analyze TV programs? To apply the shot-by-shot analysis of film studies would
be one way. But do we miss the medium specificity of television by supposing a television
program as a mere text and, then, applying the methodology of film studies? First, the live
broadcasting is the mode of transmission that is specific to television, but we may not take
this aspect into good consideration if only applying the existent textual analysis to television
programs. Second, while television programs are woven only loosely in comparison with film, we

can consider this looseness to constitute the specificity of television texts.

With the above questions in mind, this paper examines a live broadcasting program of
baseball game in television, which can be said to be a specific genre to television in that it is
live broadcasting. A live broadcasting program of baseball game is appropriate for analysis in
comparison with film—in that it is composed of piecemeal editing of spatially and temporally
dissected shots. This paper begins with analyzing For Love of the Game (Sam Raimi, 1999), a
film that features baseball game. Then, analyzing some scenes from the live broadcasting of the
koushien tournament (the Japan National High School Baseball Tournament), the paper clarifies
the element of contingency—particularly whether the batter hits the ball, or not—to lie at the
heart of the editing principle of live broadcasting of baseball game. The paper furthermore
considers the implication of this specific mode of transmission of live broadcasting by referring
to the essays by Marry Ann Doane (in terms of the three different modes of television,

“information,”  “crisis” and “catastrophe”) and Stanley Cavell (in terms of “monitoring”

and “format”).

Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, University of Tokyo

Key Words : television studies, cinema studies, live broodcasting of sports.
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