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The case study of “Spirit of Meiji
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Historical Sociology of Gengo(the name of a Japanese era):An Introduction :
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Historical Sociology of Gengo (the name of
a Japanese era): An Introduction : The case
study of “Spirit of Meiji”

Hirohito Suzuki

Abstract

This paper is a case study about the role of Gengo (the name of a Japanese era) in the
periodization from the viewpoint of the historical sociology.

In the field of literature there is few previous research on the relation between Gengo and
periodization or representation of each era.

This paper highlights the word " Spirit of Meiji” which is used by Soseki Natsume who is
Japanese national novelist from Meiji to present. In addition, this word designates a suicide for
Emperor of Meiji by an admiral Maresuke Nogi. This case study reveals that Gengo has been

socially functioned in this way especially after the World War II..

Doctoral student, the Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies The University of Tokyo
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