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Usage of Twitter on a Live Japanese Comedy Performance:
Interaction between the live performance experience and Twitter use
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Usage of Twitter on a Live Japanese Comedy
Performance:

Interaction between the live performance
experience and Twitter use

Michina TAKAHASHT*

Abstract

This study examines the creative use of Twitter by audiences to connect tweets to the
live performance experience. In the Internet age, to some extent, live experiences have been
reappraised by entertainment fans. It seems that the distinctiveness of Twitter communication
enhance the enjoyment of live performances. However, not much practical research has been
conducted. In this study, the tweets posted on Twitter by live audiences are qualitatively
analyzed. Analysis of these tweets indicates that audiences at live performances share their
experiences on Twitter before as well as after the performance. Tweeting enhances the
audiences' experience of the live performance and their feelings of connection to each other.
This study demonstrates the tactful use of Twitter by live audiences on Japanese comedy.
Therefore, generalizability of its effect to other types of live performances must be verified. To

do this, we need to gather and examine tweets for several live performances and audiences.

*Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Twitter, Live Entertainment, Audience, Community, Watching TV .

FA T F—F 1 T2 AD Twitter FIFH OFH# & Z DB 205



