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A Sense of Discontinuity: The Genealogy of
the Eyeline-Mismatched Shot/ Reverse Shots
of the Films of Ozu Yasujiro

Yuki Takinami

Abstract

Ozu Yasujiro's idiosyncratic shot/ reverse shots—in which the eyeline of the characters is
mismatched—have been one of the controversial topics in film studies. In the context of “political
modernism” of the 1970s, Noél Burch considered Ozu's shot/ reverse shots to challenge the
dominant mode of representation of Hollywood cinema due to its unhidden nature—because the
mismatch of the eyeline reveals the discontinuity immanent in editing that Hollywood cinema
attempts to efface. Criticizing Burch, David Bordwell argues that Burch attends only to the
continuity of shots that is only one element among various activities of cinematic narration; then,
if Ozu's shot/ reverse shots violate the 180-degree rule, this does not lead directly to a sense of
discontinuity.

This paper considers the above question about Ozu's shot/ reverse shots in terms of
genealogy. Tracing how Ozu uses this film style in his early films from 1929 to 1933, this paper

clarities Ozu to use it in relation to the dramaturgy in which a tension is created through
graphical matches and an image of disruption is inserted at a climactic moment, arguing that
Ozu's shot/ reverse shots contain a sense of discontinuity due to this reason, if not the violation
of the 180-degree rule. This paper also offers the analysis of Woman of Tokyo (1933), in which

Ozu made the most of his shot/ reverse shots through his minimalist narration.

Project Lecturer, Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Ozu Yasujiro, silent film, shot/reverse shot, film theory
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