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The University Urgently Needs to Focus on Programs for Academic English

III introduced a course "Academic Communication in English" two years ago. The aim of this course is to enable future researchers and

educators to play active roles on the global level. Having started as a small initiative, we have gathered experience that could be
extended further at the institutional level. Being now in the third year, we encourage all the doctoral students to participate in this class.
It is our expectation that systematic and institutional support for this initiative will increase now that III has set up an English-only

program (IT Asia Course).

David Buist, who has been in charge of this initiative at III, writes about his experiences and future outlook. (Kaori Hayashi)

Academic Communication in English (ACE)

David C. Buist
Identifying Achievable Goals

In 2005, Prof. Hayashi proposed the idea of creating a
course to teach academic writing skills to students in the
Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies.
The aim initially was to enable doctoral students to write
research papers in English for submission to academic
journals. However, this proved to be an unrealistically
high goal for a single semester course. It was therefore
decided to institute a second course (ACE) with the
slightly less ambitious goal of increasing students' ability
to participate in the international academic community
through the medium of English. Instead of focusing on
the very specific and complex task of paper writing, this
course seeks to give students a basic grounding in the
practical use of English in the social context of academia.
Besides learning how to write bio-sketches and
conference abstracts, students are also given instruction
on the delivery of academic presentations and the
creation of visual media, such as slides and posters.

English for Academic Purposes

Experience has shown that the English education
received by students before entering graduate school does
not adequately equip them with the skills necessary for
the effective use of English in an academic context. With
the exception of the fortunate few who have experience
of long-term residence in English-speaking countries,
their functional communication skills in English remain
poor. However, even those who are able to communicate
effectively in English have yet to master the "register
shift" to a style of speaking and writing that is
appropriate to the academic context. While they may be
able to communicate in a more informal way about

everyday subjects, they lack the ability to express precise

and abstract ideas in a formal style as required in
academia. The first task of the course is therefore to instill
an awareness of the different registers and styles of
communication appropriate to different contexts of usage.

Focusing on Communication Skills

Rather than focusing purely on linguistic skills, this
course seeks to develop students ' communication skills,
enabling them not only to transmit messages about their
research to a wider audience but also to interact with the
international community of scholars in their respective
fields.
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