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On Bernard Stiegler’s “Orthothesis” :
Repositioning Husserl’'s Phenomenology
Technologically

Kanta Tanishima*

Abstract

In Bernard Stiegler’'s Désorientation (1996), Edmund Husserl appears as an ambiguous figure in
relation to the occidental-metaphysical tradition. On the one hand, Husserl is a philosopher who
attempted to illuminate, and even defend, the foundation of the occidental-metaphysical tradition,
as 1s particularly recognizable in his latest essay: “Origin of Geometry”. On the other, however,
according to Stiegler, Husserl is a philosopher who began to embark on a new problematic in his
discussion of time consciousness.

To elucidate this ambiguity which can be found in the complexity of Husserl's phenomenology,
Stiegler coins a new concept which focuses on a modality of technological recording: “orthothesis”,
which designates the exact recording of an object. As is well known, Derrida characterized
Husserl's phenomenology as a “metaphysic of phonologic writing”. However, Derrida didn’
t develop this technological viewpoint thoroughly enough in his reading of Husserl, instead
focusing predominantly on Husserl's “phonocentrism”. Stiegler adopts the concept of “orthothesis”
to interpret Husserl in the light of “recording” instead of the “phoné”.

Stiegler depicts a kind of genealogy of the “orthothetic” technology from phonologic writing
to film through photography and gramophone, and he thus emphasizes the continuity between
phonologic writing and analogical recording technology.

The uniqueness of Stiegler's reading of Husserl lies in his interpretation of Husserl's discussion
of time consciousness in relation to analogical recording technology, especially the gramophone.
Starting from the experience in which one listens to music played on analogically recorded
media, Stiegler criticizes Husserl's metaphysical presupposition in his time consciousness

theory and maintains that the retentional capacity of human consciousness is necessarily finite,

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words :

NF = AF AT L= VIZBIT S [IEEV] OfaEzo->T 81



contending the infinite retentional capacity of Husserl's consciousness model.

Yet at the same time, Stiegler finds in Husserl's time consciousness theory the possibility to
analyze the actual condition surrounding human consciousness in the 20th century, that is, how
human consciousness is constituted on the surface of temporal objects, such as music, films, and
radio and TV programs, that are produced by the culture industry.

Stiegler presents us with a Husserl as a philosopher in the age of technological transition (circa
1900) who developed thought on the basis of phonological writing but who also attempted to

reflect upon the new technological condition ushered in by analogical recording technology.
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