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The Circumstances Leading up to a Literary
Systems Study in the English-speaking World:
B. Clarke’'s Constructivist View of Literature

Nami OHI*

Abstract

There have existed literary systems studies which are fundamentally based on constructivist
systems theory and focus on, for example, social and experience-emerging nature of literature, from a
perspective of communication. Literary systems studies have been being conducted by S. J. Schmidt,
N. Werber, D. Schwanitz etc. mainly in Europe since the 1970s, and by B. Clarke, H. U. Gumbrecht, P.
Sadowski and many other researchers mainly in the English-speaking world.

This study focuses on Clarke and aims to theoretically survey his literary studies before his full-scale
application of systems theory to literary studies, for preparing to fully illuminate characteristics, themes
and significance of literary systems studies in the English-speaking world. Because Clarke s studies this
article treats seem to already have a part of systems theoretical ideas, this study compares them with
precedent studies in Europe.

As a result, it was clarified that such themes as physical metamorphoses and allegories focused
by Clarke have inseparable relations with central themes of constructivist systems theory per se.
This not only immediately leads to ponder and illuminate significance of literature for ourselves and
societies, but also opens a way through literary studies to bring out our experiencing ourselves and
environment, in a too-complicated modern information society.

Emergence and embodiment, the main themes both in Clarke’s literary studies and systems
theory, are also central themes of neocybernetics which Clarke has recently proposed with a media
researcher M. B. N. Hansen. It was necessary, we can argue, for a scholar of literature Clarke to
advocate neocybernetics, who paid close attention both to major modes of allegories, including
thermodynamic scientisms with the residue of a tendency to value order and biological scientisms

(vitalism) with affirmative understanding of chaotic nature, and to these modes’ realization history
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as literary texts, coming later to attach importance to the living forms of embodiment (or a body
itself). Further, it can also be emphasized that such interdisciplinary literary studies as those Clarke
and other related researchers conduct have been connected fundamentally and indivisibly with
neocybernetic thoughts from the first.

In this respect, it is necessary to continuously discuss literary systems studies in the English-
speaking world with text-base analyses, with illuminating close relations among literary studies,

systems theory and neocybernetics.
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