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The European Voyage of the Imperial Family
and the Dress of the Princess in Modern
times: Decoding Receipts as Historic
Information

Junko Aoki”

Abstract

In the study of history, textual material has been seen as the main source for investigation.
However, in recent years analyses of visual material such as emaki (scroll paintings) by
Yoshihiko Aimino and Hideo Kuroda as well as photographs by Akira Baba, Norio Togiya,
Motoi Kuramochi and Tsutomu Soeno, have attempted to use such textual sources for historical
research. This paper examines how purchase receipts can serve as a source for historical
sociology of the modern period, taking into consideration the Asaka-no-miya Paris juryosho
tuzuri, which collects receipts of the travels of Prince Asaka and Princess Nobuko in Paris
during the 1920°s.

This paper examines the set of about three thousand receipts entered into a database,
recording dates, addresses, type, cost, etc. The receipts portray the life of the prince and
princess in Paris, revealing their interest across a wide spectrum of activities, such as golf,
tennis, dancing, painting and opera, which they could not enjoy in Japan. Further, their
consumption patterns can ascertained through quantitative analysis, showing their living in
Paris as comparatively more extravagant than that in Japan of other high ranking members of
society. Additionally linking the date with the reportage of the princess’s dress in contemporary
Japanese magazines provides a more complete account of the significance of the voyage.

This paper aims to demonstrate that shopping receipts can serve as a valuable primary
source for the investigation of the daily life of historical figures such as members of the Imperial

Family.

*Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, University of Tokyo

Key Words : historic information, Princess Nobuko, receipts, primary sources, fashion
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