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The History of Practical Application of Fingerprinting : Networks of the British
Empire and the “Problem” of Controlling Human Mobilities
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DTHbo T LT WA 72 7 i N FRAESL
MEBLETLALV)—DL EANEFIEHFEEON
TWo/72DTHb,
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5.2 Iavy—A=xK] Otk

RE0E. [HARFEM] & THAEREME] 23
PREE S AL, NMEREEICR D B2, 2L T
&0 IR 2 A8 N GEEE A & 7% B EAH T 72D
Thbo A ¥ 7 2T THRLELE LIS
) FEHE AMREE L & TR B R
EEHE O O @M A EH L7z, 2L
T &) AMEREEES L LR adawmE %
AEIZ L7z 7VFOW, A ¥ 7 2fMiddo—
T=v AY 7, MES2HNETE T TLIATIHE
Thoiz

L L7206, 22 TIEREHES v, 8
N RRREFAT & 3 % 72012 1d, RN e i
BEIN TV OTH D, 1. IO
B MRV AT LOWMETH Lo NMENE L
DEHIF Lo EELE N TWILEE b2
L BICHEN T R E0 X ) I L TRED
AR & W CHUEIL £ 72 135 L 5 o,
SHIZENS ZMBERERIREICT 21213 wh
% B BEPLELRO», 29 LciEE
ik Lz AU, fefik s LCHERT 22 81
RUTBETH 572,

L2 L. $BRATgEZ 35 Lz b 2 ids)
MBI AT LAOMEIZEH F IR E o
TWhhorze TIVEYOIREA~NOBLIED
CETOEBEZENZ Ao, ANEREEE D
BIfREZ AT 2L ThHo7 DEALABBD
BREDFEH I DWW THIRZ o TWzhs, T
TR LR € & 2B 5B fa s s nT 4
fLE3NTVwEZLEHFELTOIETH- T2,
BARBFEIZBVT, TV by HHENVT 4
E I E: WAL TS Rt =1 SESONDY % SRR I
DI, BEHZAHEICEWTWOTHS (Cole

[fEfCE: | BEAE OPLER

2002 : 74-5) o

LlEwi, IV AT IR oG
ZPAT BRI TFZ 2T Rdo72bIF T
[HEAC) 1203 THEAL - % & ol
(Patterns : Their Outlines and Cores) | &
W Z A MVOENSHY ., T THEDIED
B AT TR E PN T % (Galton
1892 : Chapterd) o L22L2OWIZEKLEE S
ZLIETE ed ol WARMIEOMFZRES
THab [ MoV—FREK] IV b OWf%
A& Gz S, TV b IR EIZ DWW T
HAE T2 00, TV v OREAERTIR
HDH—EDFREIMYPELTLE D ) 212,
T EHZWELZERLTBEH T, ke L
TGERTE BRI ol ZHICHND
.V T 4 3y HROGEY AT L3 ENT
bOTHolze ZOHDINVVIE by V=T
TR AEHIEEICD & O BARIEY AT
LEEDIZDTH A (Cole 2002 1 80-1) - &
DRSS A AGERERAT & L COIRBLEIIT
T5IN Y DOBELOESPFEARNL

29 LAREORI 2 #ATH . NMRESE
IR ZE ETwaAy ) —id, MEICHEo
MR Y AT ARGEMR S, feRiEL LT
EHATL2EEZDORA» LTI R Lol
ANV —=EFEH T THLT VAN - T (Azizul
Haque) &L - F v FJ - =2 (Ham
Chandra Bose) & & 12, 1 ¥ FOH TR
DHE - FE D AT L OREEHNARRE I
HILOLDTH Lo K, N =TT b
ISR LT, [ L2 oBETFEOEEEDFE
s hiud, MEHGEERIZLZZWICHETE O

X7 v,
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TWL7EAH) ERFEZ TS L) FiE
%o TWwizl vy (Garvie 2000 :26) - L
THEARANENTLIATLZE [NV ) —FRA
Thol,
ZLTARYTVHTOFEREFREATZANY ) —
X, 1897 DT LSO, XTIV THOERKIZYH
EoE. NMERESEE T 5 2 & % (IR
P CEAZ#NT VAT AVHEMTH S S
EEMETAODOEREOREE, 4 ¥ FH
KWFIZER L7z (Henry 1900 : 63) o I DOZEiE
12 EDEMENITZBRIE, AV ) —0F
T4 AR, FREEIC X A AGREEY AT A
OFERAMEZREL. 1 ¥ FEUFICHEEZ M
L7z COWMEFICLINE, TNV -1
BEOX 2 N=12 NMEEEOBME & Z o
BEEMIL720L, fBEOF L VI 21T
Zrolze BBOWNAGEE B OR CHEEL .,
L0 DIRRIRIUS T L b L 2 B
720 FLTCI T THRILL 2280 E 574 - RS
H72012 WIZ [~y ) =] OFB»TH
Nio BEEAN—T2E BFERIIAY ) =)
REFREBL, TOMBESEEHETL L L DI,
WEFIIE TIEFISAEET] T S 20 (2Rl EE
Lwhbobt LTEFR SN —ATE R,
7207223 CROTH L7z THA] (Henry
1900 :97) &ENTWwd, EHIT, NV
V= BRI Y OB BT L MENE
THICRRLTWwDZ btk E T b,
ZLTHEFIUTOSETHDO LS BNT
Wb,

Tz fme LT, bivbiid, ~
)Xo TERS NI ORLER -
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GHEYAT AL EDLLZET, /R
M\ 72208 O F g T5dEs . NRIE &
FVERLZLDL LTRLLTIRATE
LEAIEVIBRICES2, (1) %
BEETHL L. (2) HADPZMTH
58, (3) ETCORKEREILELRE
Wik, RITE 72130 LR IS RETRE

ThadZl, (4) —HEDOIEENBHEIAT
25HZ k., (5) MADVIEHTHL Z Lo

(Henry 1900 : 98)

COEEZIT T 18974E6 H 12H D Lik(C
LoTH ¥ FRBIE, /¥ FalTRiikIc &
BLAFREFE S AT A RAT L L OMT LR
Lo &9 LTIREDORIC X 2 H NGRGE Y A
F AN, AREA FY AT o THIRH# A > F
B TEMEINDIZESTDOTH D, 4V Fa&
(v~ zE) BT, AMREIERIZD
EDVTEFEEN TV 52077 D
H— Rk, BREICE A — FEELEAON
TWwofzg ANV =ik, 18994 DKL T, N
IV B TIEIRE BRI AT D TR
WEBA—FERD, KDY O8THO NKAIE
B2 — PO —ELDMNICIE TR TERIBHE
WCE2ODNEEEINDIZEAHH) EFLLTWD
(Henry 1900 : 67) o
A ¥ FAEBCRBUEIRH SN THh 5 #34F
%, BAEOERPPEICRES & RE A F
) A D FRAGFE AT TE X o7z, L
LBRZERS L LTS eV —FE R
L T CIIRRERA O 2 T3 I2wz,
ZOWHRITIE, AN ) = FRAHZ 2 FAMTHIER
BMEWH LD AV -0 [BFW] 2 E
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LB AN LEDLDORENRE CHEL T
7L THBN wIFIIILTh, E SR
WEOFEREERT 72012, 4 v FUAL O
Ty b ) —EMEES TS Z L1
ZOFEBGELTRINOE, BT 700
DFY—=NThHb, ~»)—iFu—F - FF
+— (Lord Kitchener) & & b2 T 71 H12
g s, I/NA A7)V (Johannesburg)
7L MY T (Pretoria) ICTHTRZELZE (civil
police) ZHfETAHLHIMLEOENTZDOTH 5,
ZLTAYY —iF, ¥= =3V v AT I7
(Pietermaritzburg) (CHMO [fHHUF] % %E
BRIGICEXALT 5 &3 CIZZDOFREDFEH S
72D T % (Garvie 2000 : 26) o

A FEFET 7Y 7 TIREUEDH R % FEiE
L. R E 225 272~ 1) — ik, 1901
FILHOAF) AR NL E, ATy
M7 28— FORIBEIEa S, JUIRE
BT SINDL T LIl h o7, RIBERT2S

&Of:o

17 A&
FIZA FY AR & % 2 3/MBEFT LIz, 138
% L CHRBUERIIRERE D A 7% 597, A1
T LEDDZEANEIEDR > TR DTH S,
Z TR S NIBREE A ) =254 © FT
FERICEI L7 [~ ) —FHR] #&e L
Tw/z (Garvie 2000 : 27) o &Rt FEMAL
EERIZE ST, N T 1 3 O NMEEIEE L
WENHGREN & 25> Tz, LD EE
ELTERPEN 7D, A ¥ NEWT 7Y
H CHEME R S N2 igRUETh o 72,
19034E 12 ¥ ) — X BB I RAT L. 1906
FIZET A FOBMER»LZOTHL, TON
) = OB, L WIS E 25, FeRik & v HE
WOROBEEML 2L ) SWiE> T b,
LTZOEMISIIEREHETLT, BIEOW
El& L CB & oo BRI T30k & THfR
ft] OEEL L TEbo TV DTH b,

AV —=F ATy P TR —

6. BHYIZ —KEFEMLBEFE~N—

Dby AfTid, BETIEL2MHORZ
% OO v— [l 285G ORI 72 B
TURAREEERET [HEE] L. BR
2B B RAGEREMOA Y v ¥ — FL b z
7Zoh] . [FHEECEZEKREH DA LEE
T BIRBEDS HEREAICH AP TRES
N7zoh] —%FERICHFEES 2T 2 LT, B
EREE DL % fi T & 72,

—DOHOMW R LFEP T LA - TEZDIE
R NOEZ DA KO HEIC IS
SN H, REFENIEI RS S AW

[fEfCE: | e OLER

v M =7 Db & THBUEPFER LA
TV THo7z0 N— )b, Ty, A
Y —DZANOFRETOERLH LN L9 I,
TERCE I R & AR & OB oS, F &I
EXTVTOE) [WEEZR] o, T, [95
CHRIWCEZYVEVLEPLHEELZOTH S,
Z LT, MRM A~ FIZBIT 28 N GRREHAN %
O BFRATHERE, 75 A N THEL 2
MEREE D2 5 R 2R E WD 12 L Tw»
o ZD720, INHOMEE TR TR AA
S N7z RAEIE . AR BT B 18 A FRREAR
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DAY > — &l AR AN DS
REBNOHAT L 7 572D TH D,

A2 R, {REE ERAANLEEC ) A TE
BREROYE TH-722LIEEI T TL AV,
Lo L. o &wvo TREBUEEN AL U F
DFFTR 7 CRD b & CTHEA L 7ol R ARG D 4%
ETHDHEMIOTHI LIITERV, T
ZOHOMWEEZLZETHLPER D, D
F 0. 8 O NMEMED & fRRUESHRE L7z &
AT, M AFRRERAN 2 e LT izold, il
RI7ZZF TR o720 £ TITITHLR ML & PHRK
HEEZ pIEO [FRE] THLBHT LA
DCLDBREEHIRECHRL TN, /<
N JUgRE. SREIN, 7% & vo e T 2R
e LG AT e N E 2, 4832 -
THEZIREICE ZooBEA L LT, FRER
TR & R MR O BTTIZ BTl NFERESL
MIIBEEINTVIZOTH L, ZOHT, I§
Bk E AN L2z f v F =ik, RER O R
ZZTH HRBOIRZTTH 2L 13 F
T2V SCIRZZTTH 2 <. ENHITHIKT 5
FEREV) RO S ETHEBELIZDOTH 5,

Wz, ERIbEER L, BEOFEE L

&t

TE EHOZHAFEIZ BT HIRBEOR
ZUIFBRICAER L T LD TH S, 1908412
ERALDOEE & L THARIZEA S NRE0E
Z D%, 19244 20 & w i M gk bk x4t G
) OHNERSLZ BT, REFEZ OB
fFHEN., SHICHADOMMERTH 2 [
E] OFBERTH KRBBEIZHEH ST
ZOBEFIIE, FEL2OOWREFEELIIL
O, BN L HTTHOBER RENOBE % &
R AR & 30 2 T 22 57 ) o Iy
B BEPERL Tz, Oy ¥a— 5 il
oz TOR, PRI X B IRBUEKOE
fr - M REIIEERRTHERMEEL
WL A hb 5, 19394121 [HEE ]
) RV R B BR AT E S .

FH100HZ & K 557 B e bR A ILE -
T EHEINTWSCDTH L, Z2I2d
7oy BRI X 2HIGPRAE DR, BET LA
W& OF L LR 2 il E BUF O L 3% 0 O
ko TL BDTH B,

faiikx O CHYFREIBE T2 AN L OEH
Ewo o [FRE] ob LT, REFEL2S
ARFEANEHR TR L DTH b,

L JUGRE A & RRARET & OBARE A F Lo 72 E (Cole 2001) FIXLw., ENa Y Ya—5 =52/ 0V OiEE
128 b 7% ) TR AR - 726 @ (Henry C,RE 19D [HIC (TA TV T4 7 4) 1 2O o TS L o THEME NS [F

BY) uce [EBM] 2HCE ORREEYER L2 (EAR 20100, S5
fraeIcHi &S 2 v 74 72 a M (Beavan 2002=2004 ; Sengoopta 2003=2004)

AT BEEDEY L TWb,

2ix, e ERLE O A WREE Ao H
el AR, ST DRI A 12

2T AF) AEA Y FICBI A EMAOTERE. b2 (04 1960) ORFSRICIERSNTWD [ ) AFHRRHENEE]

2 EonTnb,

o=y lid, BHORD Y IIRBE Y, BEEBCIEEb L LD,
L RO R — % W% 2 85E RIS & > TR L 7202

THEMADR 2T 2 FEE LT L

DWTIEAREL EA% e N— ¥ 2L DT (Herschel 1916) 1213

RN D72 2 /B OIERERI P AT Btk 13 555, BRI ERBOTEELTEHIZ OV TOF IR\ & 512, fRIUR

TWHEIZBWTH, AV ) —3EREIEo &) LB LD 720
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2, FEE A S TR 5750 (Blisfai) 2ER LR, 2
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DEIBFELAS % 0 N=Y 2 VPERE LTHIR L TR IERUE N D IO A K0 L CRELSH LA 72 FRITER T H % o
ZO%PIIE, BATERPOEINTLE>TWE505H ), SIENIEL KATHONLTW/OM I8R5,

1890 . N—Y 2 VDFEFELEX/E L TORMITE ESEF LB TEASIN TN, AV ) =5 29 LMoo s
BIEICOWTEMIL TB Y . EEE, EFHIEOREA, B LTSN Wz, EALANEEZHEERICH LT, &
SIEIEICI I SN D HHEOEW ORI b A S i7ze F72, BRE: (Emigration Act) Db & T, $XTOBROZHHEDE
% 1899 4E4 AN S A ¥ FOBMEROKT ADREIZH LT, & 51X HIVEEFFERE (Medical Department) 128\ T
1, BWIERITO SWIZRLTEEOLETRIFIERZ ML Tz, ShMAHIL, BRE LTORRIL. 1 ¥ FIZBWTk
BRI LT\ (Henry 1900 : 59)0 19 KD A » Fid, ¥ 77— T ¥ HED LS 12, F &1 [48HKE] (Sengoopta
2003=2004 : 204) TH -7z

F—L iz kg, [JE9E47 — A b (Criminal caste) ] X [JEIRERH%E (Criminal tribe) | &9 FHIZE SRR O & LTE
SN CTEZLEw), ZOIXT, [H—A b (caste) | & [ElE (tribe) | LWV I FHEOMNFIFIAAL T, F—L X RUTD
IHTHIIL T2 [THlE] L) FROMAIE, 5k o 7R R M2 4R L T/ [HBIE] 13, LGB L 2 —ED
fliftie 4 A=Y DM FEBHRT 25D THo7z0 4 ¥ FIZBWT, [H—=A N w582 S [HR] Lv ) 5 Er wIlcX
AT 50 &) AR (v Tz, [ER]D GGG EEICB VT, [H—A M L) SERVERIZE2NLTWz, LA L,
—HDA A—=DERIFMRI T [EE] L) BBl 2 EHE, JLROFER A FHIT 2720 SN DmEL5H S~ TH -
720 DE D JEIRERIE. NSO — A PDLFRICHEF T S L ITRED TSN T0E 00, JEREEIT) LV I MmETH S,
[EEdg (tibalism)] &) &0 [H—A M (E, JEIREEFREOMEOWEE 2 FH 2 Ry Ch o7z L L, [#BE] v
IFEIE TE, B wol [H—A M @ BWHETHOWEZFORET L, [MUREE] vk, 1 F) 2A0E#
DEPTEY T T EPTREL R TH o 7272012, LIZLIZHFENTE72] (Tolen 1995 : 82-3), ~— L ¥ 384§ 5 £ 9 12,
RIROFEEIE A — A MIRD STV S, kL VI FEORD [HE] 2 [BA] Lvofzf =I5 [JEHR] Lv) s
RO SN TBY . BIfEZREL T [H—A ] R [HE] L) fnaid Cnhr o7z LA,

51 H # 45 1&, (Tolen 1995 : 82) 2 B I} 5 (Governor-General of India, 1871, Abstract of the Proceedings of Council of the
Governor-General of India, Assembled for the Purpose of Making Laws and Regulations, 1870. Vol9. Calcutta : Office of the
Superintendent of Government Printing : 419-20) O5 A& 2 EEDFR L 720 DO TH Y, FLEKRRTHL Z x> THB <,
JEFEEBIR RT3 2 AFSLE L EER T B 2 M T EHE STzl v ) . ¥ 2 71 “Banjaras” &\ ) FBiEE FI12. BHEREGE
WIEi 21T 5 TV %, Banjaras f&id, JRIEIRICIRE STV 7225, EEOBIZEIC L Y EBRICIRIERMITA 2 1To T izhlF T

FERIZOIEL DOFEME L, AA—VEICE) ICENBHFEETH 572 LA L 19 WRYIE, 1 F) AOHI A » FEETITH
KTB L AF) AEOTRR, B PEHOFEICL > T, PNOOFEIMET L, 7z 2WABER L 2 d R s hhorz,
2 L7, i@ aBia Lz b wiud, RECTHIHERL, INnE CRMIRERZ %2 Db vz, 2L ThRD
BRI TFA DL DLWz v, LALAEDE, HEPNSIE—IF L CTRESEKEE LToOL y 7 VRIS N0 TH S
(Yang 1985 : 116) o

T =/ Rid, JUIEEIREAS, JLSROREE B2 & v ) BR9LL RIS, MRS Bl SIEENZ L AR SNza 3 2
=74 &, [FGi] »poEEETFT LIS LTURIEL, MRIEFICHET 2 FETLH oA R/ L 15, 20720, [J0
gk R 09 ] 3R CIRAER R EIE A & A )V % BT SRR EI4 T & o7z (Arnold 1985 : 85),

JUGREBIR IR E SN A LRI O H ¥ - P4l (Magahiva Doms) (2&§ 24 F) A0k E ZDEEIZOVWTIE (Yang
1985 :11922) # Wz L,

B OB AR # B 25 CL B (Salvation Army) 3BURERED [HAE] 2 HRE L2HEELITo> Tnice HHEE
DOFFLWIEBIZOWTIE, (Tolen 1995) # &M L,

DFAR ik, TAEIIEE] 2 [Nv7 13080 LRl T 505 WELE ISV T 4 3 VIS k o TEE SN MEEE
BLTw2,

NV T 3R BIT L MERE X, OFR, QEBORS, QEFOE, @FORS, @H O, ©HIE0 ks St £
TORS, OTiE0Rs, @FEEoRES, OLEOES, ORfoRs, OMizIN L E0REOEE 1 7T TH o,
TERERDEEIC L DG E ML LA s, FFEC, BEBIOBHHAZRO TELIE2ENTUIES BV, 72720, B8
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22

REBHOBH, TIED) £ T R LEROTHE 2T 2 WHIRLOBEIITIE 2 v BICHIE S L, BRI Z0OEE 2 MY
FTHILETHNIE) DODTHo7. € LT, PFESELHIERT L L9120 [EREIFENDEERIE. LI LB HH
AT b, B REGIT R NEWITE L COELEEREBOFE L LC&7z] (F4A 2007 :5) OTHL, HEILSH
7RE, WIHEZ B AHIATE S, — BRI E R T D L OBFTCR A D, b L BFH R EEENOBBITH > 720 H<
FTHZOMKICIE, EEL VD [HE] AMEESNTBY . BENIZKOEEZDD) THL ATRIFIUE RS Rr ol 2l
O 2L, BEOFEL., 2V FEICBBOZHIIH L L VIKEIRID ) 20D TH b, BERERE LG L BB
&S — AT A 6aEiE, MEMTHZBRIEEECE LB, 2 IERIIBBHIOERICHF ENBEITTE 20T
H5o
A F) ADEEHIE B L AR oE A A HiE: Ll sz, b )b— 7% E% (Troup Committee) & b/ <—
H2% (Belper Committee) (2%*A LCix (Joseph 2001) #ZHHDHZ &,
AL (Henry 1900) @ Appendix (64-6) % d & ICHEHEHIMER L2 DTH 5,
MR E T STz “Key” Lid, B E G- MR T DRICLEL 220 TH Y . EiollEiits &) 4]
[F] O=Z2507 V—=T12505T 59 2T, KT L ISGE SN Bl TH 5,
B OBEOMBIBARIZ A LTl UL IV kT 1 T HROFZ 5 REA & LTI LT/, 1888410
Vb YHBETHEFTTNVT 4 32 HREPOIEAEINIC OV THEERZ T 728 VI ZOMICIRERLTEBY., Z0LED
FHENZEE (R A F v —] IZFRE T2 (Galton 1888).
FElk, TP IFI8R0FEIC T — 7 4 Yo —BOFHKE ST Mo T b, ZOFMHEE, A¥ ) — - 75— X (Henry
Faulds) %34 — 7 4 VI ChFMTH 70 74— VA EF, 18734EICAT Y T v FRERZEF L LTORA L, AR
R S WO SR 1 T B (IR R E 2 BAA L . WFIEB I HE 2L T AN TH % ElD Y — 7 4 21, 74— X
DOWFFRICHRZ N TSN Z ) BZHTFL LT IV P VI ZOFMEREL T 72D TH S (Faulds 1912 1 1923)0 B4 A,
1880 41258k S N7z [FORH/INEIZ DWW T “On the Skinfurrows of the Hand"| $fEL 727 + — )VADFiE, [+ 4 F v —]
LR OIRRIRIEN AT DE L L o7z FlESCE, RS NHFAWRL OISR L 72 NE TR D 55, —HB, Sado i A wk
MANOHERIZEFEREN TS, L L, BEOMAARYSFME L2 2 OMFRESRER S5 2 Lidh . 7+ — IV XILRH
DS~ AEZE LI ) 2 ol FERIgen [Tl 1ok, 74—V A, N—"z)b, T by, AV —F IS,
RO FERAL 7 o 2 L3HN, JERICHIRBRCRESHE S 50 7+ — VAN —Y 2 L E ORI, BRI OE—AE
DER D o TRENEL TV, F2—HTo N=2 2 VE TV N DPERNEZD L, BOOYEEHZ LI ET, 74—
WADEEABH B SN/ )FHbH S (Beavan 2002=2004) 0 WFIUZIL T, UHOEE DT — MK L DDOLH
NAST 4= VR B0z EAKRECHELTWDE I LIEHENTH 5,
I OEFESKIE, [FAE (ERUC AT 2) [EE RO FME XA F v —ICTH N, ZOZEDRI4 )T Ah - N—x
WHRBLOBREE D D) L) TERKERE 726 L72] (Galton 1908 : 252) &HFEDNTBY ., [ 14 F v —] OmEZAH TV b
YOFMMEN—T VIR L, N 2 VBTN b VICTFREF N OP % ERARNLREE T TIEDAS BV, wIThulE
L PO TA= Y D VIIRRUICHT 23 E [ Frv—] ICHELTBY. ZOo—25 =2 2 VIZFIROHIIEIZ %o 72
LI THhHs,
T b iE, 1891 ANV T 4 T AN LT, N T 4 I FRICIREAEAT 2 2 L2 RELTnD, —FEHIZNVT
4 IUPRYJTIE A o720T, ZEHIIBPEELZZH LWIEREZINA TREL 2 E T, N7 1 3 i3 LEREfan 7z
BOD, R EN S 72ADIROWERIZLALUBELZIT TR WT YA Y MebEDH L whithid, 8@Ex b o THOMD 0
GO L Twz e w9 (Galton 1908 : 254-5) 6
) Y- E= NI L IUE BREOREANOEA T EOEFRE o720, IV ETay H—AVICLBIRTH
Sl wv), TV VIEASLRE CEHBL CEAIEBIROTEE A~V ) =2 S L2 2 SR T, AV ) =051 Y R T
DFREEORBRA K L L CW AR IEM L. $72A2y 852 F - ¥ — FCRZEMABO L0 — 2 ok, #ire2edk
MWAEASND L THHOMMD»ERENL ZLEBEL, H5W M2 HIRBEEZ I L7229 (Beavan 2002=2004 :
199-203)
[ E ] 123500 2 SERUE O RERIZSEIZ DWW CIE, Wi [Bas 2 B AE0E L asak] (BEMT 2011 0% T L
TWwb,
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The History of Practical Application of
Fingerprinting : Networks of the British Empire
and the “Problem” of Controlling Human Mobilities

Asako Takano*

Abstract

Fingerprinting was the first technology capable of accurately identifying individuals. No
two people have the same fingerprints, and fingerprint patterns never change throughout
our lifetimes. Before fingerprinting was invented, photographs were widely used to identify
individual persons. However, as is well known, a human face changes with age, and its facial
expressions can differ. In addition, a crucial problem with the photographic method was that
it was impractical to classify large numbers of pictures and search for certain individuals.
Fingerprinting solved these problems. After the ten fingerprints are taken, they are translated
into ten-digit numbers based on finger patterns and ridge counts, which enables classification,
searches, and verification. The British first devised fingerprinting in 1897 during the colonial
rule of India, after which it was used not only in European countries and their colonies, but in
the Japanese empire as well. In 1908, when the Japanese government introduced fingerprinting
technology, it was viewed as a means of modernization and civilization for the latecomer empire
of Japan. From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, fingerprinting
was introduced worldwide, transcending regional differences, as a governing technology for
nation-states and their colonies.

Considering the history of the practical application of fingerprinting, two simple questions
emerge. Firstly, by what process did minuscule, complicated fingerprint patterns come to be
adopted as the standard of modern-era identification technology? Secondly, despite the enormous
effort and labour required before the advent of computer technology, why was fingerprinting
introduced on a massive scale throughout the world? These two questions may seem to address

different aspects of the problem, but analyzing these two questions in parallel enables us to
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illustrate more thoroughly the emergence of fingerprinting, since it was practiced not only
in the context of India under colonial rule but also in the context of the closely linked human
relationships and networks of the British Empire. Furthermore, the great demand for an
identification technology existing both in European countries and their colonies was an important
driving force for the practical application of fingerprinting.

In examining the process of the emergence of fingerprinting, this paper takes up two principal
perspectives. Firstly, adopting the framework of “the European empire-state” proposed by
Radhika Mongia, it suggests that fingerprinting as a device of modernization arose from
interaction between Britain and other European countries, inspired by the context of India.
The second point is that the “problem” of controlling mobile persons (a problem both for the
formation of nation-states and for colonial administrations) was deeply implicated in the modern
requirement for a reliable identification technology. That is to say, fingerprinting was required
by governments and colonial administrators, who viewed it as a revolutionary technology to
render previously ungovernable mobile people—nomads, criminals, itinerant workers—more
understandable and controllable. The application of fingerprinting is thus highly significant for
considering the control of human mobilities in the modern era.

Through these points, this paper suggests that the practice of fingerprinting did not arise from
any particular contingencies of the situation in India, but rather became a tool of modernization
as a product of the momentous need for such a technology throughout European countries and

their colonies, as well as across the closely linked networks of the British Empire.
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