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Kim’s War without End:
On Recent Cultural Appropriations of Kimhiro
Incident

Hoseok Jeong*

Abstract

This paper explores the recent mediascape of the cultural appropriation of Kimhiro Incident.

In 1968, Kim Hiro, a second generation Zainichi (Korean residents in Japan) , charged
Japanese society with the ethnic discrimination he suffered by staging a “hostage” situation.
As his 88-hour standoff with police lodged into the intensive media spotlight, the long-forgotten
problem of Zainichi gained a larger audience than any prior.

Focusing on how this historical event is multifariously mediated and reinterpreted since 2000,
this article examines how a socio-political meaning of a past event is reproduced or transformed
afterward.

In a number of recent uses, Kimhiro Incident tends to be an abstract symbol of anti-power
struggle, as losing its postcolonial context. Examples are the DVDs and magazine articles, which
relocate Kimhiro among subcultural commodities related to Urashaka: (the dark side of a
society) such as crimes, yakuza and even viagra.

Meanwhile, in its reinterpretation in South Korea, Kim Hiro's persona as an insurgent is
reinvented as an effective tool of political parody on web.

While conspicuous are recent trends such as a nostalgic appropriation, which reduces
personal media experiences of the incident to a shared memory of showa period, a chauvinistic
citations, an amount of which are found in internet discourse, there are also activities of re-
problematization and re-appreciation of the historical event with regards to a Minzoku Mondai

(ethnic issues) .
As shown in the irreducible potentialities of cultural politics in the endless appropriation,

Kimhiro Incident proves itself to be a critical case when we inquire into the cultural

* Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
Key Words : kimhiro incident, cultural appropriation, social mediation, anti-power struggle, Showa retro boom, MinzokuMondai

(ethnic issues) .
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mechanism through which non-citizens or aliens appear to be meaningful agents of the historical

transformation of citizenship in postwar Japan.
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