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Floating Borders
-South Korean Media Space and Cross-
border Spill-over during the 1960-80s

Sungmin Kim*

Abstract

This paper examines the notions and historical conditions and the process of cultural
reconstruction of cultural relationship between postwar Japan and Korea. Through the concept
of cultural border and cross-border cultural flows, this research investigates universality of
cultural relationship between Japan and Korea during the 1960-80s. In addition, this research
shows that Korean's gaze, the desire for “Japanization” , has been the subject of the negation
even though its strategies are considered a part of a continuum of decolonizing media space and

“Americanization” .

Korean's attempts to build a cultural border(not a geographical one) by social imaginaries
turned out to be an universal effort that seized upon the fear of cultural penetration of polity of
larger scale that are nearby, previous governor of colony. For instance, the cases in Canada and
Island illustrate ‘television diffusion’ similar to those used in Korea from the 1960s to 1980s;
This phenomenon that demonstrates various forms of violation and enjoyment of social norms that
depicted the universality of international cultural flows. Furthermore, this paper focuses on how

“Americanization” had a strong influence on Korean pop culture, everyday consciousness along
with “Japanization” ; “Americanization” , which was expanded by one of the terrestrial channels
in Korea where U.S. military bases were built throughout the whole country, AFKN (American
Force Korea Networks), and by the culture of eighth US army, was the most significant element
forming Korean cultural identity.

Taken as whole, this paper indicates the cross-border spill-over of “Japanization” by looking at
diverse discourses on media including the broadcasting review regulations. It also examines how

“Americanization” and “Japanization” were clashed, contradicted, and interwoven with each

*Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies. the University of Tokyo
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other within Korean pop culture during the 1970-80s. In other words, one of the distinctiveness
about the cultural relationship between Japan and Korea had was produced by ‘postwar media

space’ .
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