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Research on the overseas activities of
Japanese artists: Case study of Japanese
visual-kei artists

Ayako Kato

This research aims to clarify the factors and background which urge the overseas activities
of Japanese artists by focusing on J-rock in particular visual-kei artists.

Recently, Japanese visual-kei artists have been getting popular outside Japan. Many of the
visual-kei artists realize to have concerts and to release CDs overseas. Also, they are invited to
some animation festivals or Japanese culture festivals in Western countries.

Of course, a lot of Japanese artists tried to go abroad to perform or to release CDs, and
some of them achieved results. However, Japanese music scene has never seen such a continuous
success: one genre such as Japanese visual-kei artists have been accepted by Western people
outside Japan continuously. This is an outstanding phenomenon in Japanese music history.

In the past, most of Japanese artists who tried to go abroad had a tendency being
westernized by translating their lyrics into English from Japanese. It was believed that it was
necessary for Japanese artists to sing the songs in English for Western markets. However, the
latest Japanese visual-kei artists sing the songs in Japanese. Also most of Japanese visual-kei
music is composed and produced by Japanese. It is suspected that such a style is received by
Western audiences as a unique and brand new music.

In addition, the development of the Internet let the audiences overseas be able to access to
Japanese music or video easily since around 2000. This new technology gave us new tools and
new multi media strategy.

From the view point of the business, having the local partners is one of the biggest factors
which conduct the overseas activities of Japanese artists.

As a result of this research, it is found that there is already the base of Japanese culture

which is composed by Anime, Manga, and Game, etc. Therefore, visual-kei might be received in

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : music industry, overseas activities, visual-kei, multi media, localization, partnership.
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Western consumers as one of typical Japanese culture. Recent visual-kei music is produced by
the extremely Japanese oriented sensibility. The changing of the environment of music industry
such as an appearance of the Internet also makes new possibility for the international music

business.
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