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The Genealogy of Concepts Related to US
Cultural Diplomacy: The Issue of Negative
Connotations of “Propaganda” and Public
Diplomacy Theories

Hiroko Ichikawa

This paper attempts to understand the framework of public diplomacy studies by
discussing the genealogy of concepts related to the international propaganda carried out by
the United States since World War I to the present day.

Following the recent dramatic increase in the inclusion of the notion of public diplomacy
in the diplomatic agendas of the United States, European, and Japanese governments, many
efforts have been made to theorize the notion of public diplomacy in studies related to
international relations. Nevertheless, most of these studies have failed to provide a convincing
answer to this question.

This paper concludes that the abovementioned problem cannot be solved without
knowledge of the communication theories that have sustained cultural matters in diplomacy,
such as propaganda, public relations, and psychological warfare. The theory of public
diplomacy has been formulated with the aim of overcoming the negative connotations
associated with the concepts of these communication theories, propaganda in particular.
Nevertheless, these concepts continue to have a significant impact on the principles and

methodology of research conducted in this field.

Key Words : propaganda, public diplomacy, public relations, psychological warfare, democracy, public.
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