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The Competencies of Local Government CIO in
Local Governance

Masami Honda

The aim of this article is to define competencies of local government CIO (Chief
Information Officer).

Part 1 shows general definitions of CIO.

Part II points out those definitions are not always adapted to local government CIO, and
examines two core competencies of government CIO. One is defined by US Federal
Government; another 1s defined by Japanese METI (Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry). Those competencies tend to emphasize on reforms in government.

Part I examines “local governance” . Based on this examination, it points out that local
government’ s primary task is to build up networks of various participants in local govern-
ance. Local government CIO will be the key person in such networking. In constructing local
networks, IT has an important role. Local government CIO needs to assume a leading role in
exploiting IT and in bringing about a regional IT Revolution.

Part IV shows present situation of local government CIO and regional IT Revolution.

Part V concludes that competencies of local government CIO consist in constructing
local regional networks and in organizational reform by the use of IT. But the actual practi-

cal extent of local government CIO competencies remains to be tested in field.

Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo
Key Words : CIO, Local Governance, Local Government, Networking, Regional IT Revolution.
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