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A New Media Practice in Educational Space:
On the Controversy of Children's Play in Japan in
1920's

Yoshiki Shuto

This paper considers children's play in Japan in 1920's from the perspective of media studies.
Examination of children's play reveals the tension and complicity between education and
media in modern Japan.

Children's play was new media practice created based on new education movement and the
art education movement in Taisho Era. The new education of this play caused the controversy
among teachers, educators, and artists. The focus of this controversy was an approval or dis-
approval about children's standing on a stage and being watched by the public.

I review the controversy about children's play and its opening to the public by approach
of discourse analysis (section 2). Through this analysis and consideration, this paper points
out the contradiction of the child's image called “Doshin-Shugi” (section 3). Next, in this con-
flicting contradictive controversy, I consider what persons concerned of the controversy took
out as "Bet money" and clarify its meaning. And, it will be clarified that the center of the
controversy was the body and media (section 4). Finally, this paper presents a close relation-

ship between education and media (section 5).
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Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Key Words : Children’ s Play, Doshin-Shugi, Education, Body, Media.
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