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Biometric Technologies and Privacy Issues
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Biometric Technologies and Privacy Issues

Satowa MATSUMAE

This article discusses privacy issues and legal systems concerning biometric technologies.
In part 2, I briefly look at biometric technologies, and the idea of privacy. In part 3, I explore
possible concerns posed to privacy. I mainly point out three problems which arise from the
use of biometric technologies: the problem of collection of personal data without notice and
consent, the problem of processing data without the consent and inconsistent with the pur-
pose specification given at the time of data collection, and the revelation of the sensitive in-
formation. Based on this exploration, in part 4, I examine current legal systems about
biometric technologies and privacy. In particular, I examine the application of EU Directive to
biometric technologies. Finally in part 5, I conclude that some legal measures for the protec-
tion of personal data and individual privacy should be taken in our country. Further, I point
out the issue that remains to be seen: the importance and necessity of thinking about the idea

of 'body' and 'information about body'.
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