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The Industrialization of the Art and Literature Movement for Children:

Doyo Records as a Case Study
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The Industrialization of the Art and Literature
Movement for Children: Doyo Records as a
Case Study

Yoshiki Shuutou

This paper considers the articulation of two different media technologies through Doyo, the
art and literature movement of the late Taisho to early Showa era.

The Doyo movement sought to discovere the child's "individuality." It originated from an
interest in the Romantic literary movement and the new educational movement in the Taisho era,
In this period, it produced short musical pieces for children.

The Doyo movement influenced the rapidly growing recording industry. The recording indus-
try owned children's music, and since the Showa era, Doy0 songs were made into records. These
records were reproduced in large quantities, and Doyo songs became separated from the art and
literature movement from which they originated. Doyo songs became a commodity item within the
recording industry and, thus, branched out into an autonomous enterprise.

However, Doy0 songs' original character was based upon a denial of the vulgarity of mass
popular culture. This conflicted with the commercial aspect of the recording industry. This work
asks how these two categories of Doyo connected and what historical result they brought about.

In this research, home (katei) becomes an important concept in mediating magazines and
records. This study will therefore be an interdisciplinary research based on popular music studies,
media studies, and historical sociology as well as family sociology, and ethnomusicology.

This paper focuses on four issues: (1)The relationship between the concept of home and
Doyo0 songs in the art and literature movement, (2)The process by which records entered the home,
(3)The complicity of literary journals and records, (4)The meaning of the social and historial
formation of Doyo songs.

This research will conclude that magazines and records became unexpectedly connected when
they were introduced as a new technology into the home. The recording industry commercialized
Doyod songs. The art and literature movement which had criticized their mass popular aspect and

commercialism unwittingly helped the development of popular music production.

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Key Words : Doyo, Art and Literature Movement, Records, Home(Katei), Popular Music.
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In particular, these considerations clarify the following four points. (1)They will shed light on
the relationship between media and children. (2)The relation between the art and literature
movement, the music industry, the print media, and records will be clarified. (3)The history of
Doyo songs will illustrate the relationship between reproduction technology and popular music
(4)Through the concrete example of domestic practice, the problem of the reproduction of micro

power in the physical condition of the home will be clarified.
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