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Individuality as an expression of Anti-Imitation: An analysis of the confusion
between professional and national identity among graphic designers in Japan in

the 1950's.
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Individuality as an expression of Anti-Imitation:

An analysis of the confusion between professional and
national identity among graphic designers in Japan in
the 1950's.

Takashi Kashima*

Popular culture has gained support as a national industry and working as a "Creator” is nowadays
recognized as having social status in Japan. But being a "Creator" in Japan 1s often
related to a discourse of "being Japanese", presented as inherent in "Nihon-Bunka-Ron" (Thesis on
Japanese Culture). This discourse pattern leads to a systematic confusion between professional
and national identity.

In this paper, I will use discourse analysis to clarify the epistemology and the logic that confuses
the meaning of "being a Creator" with the idea of "being Japanese", to reach an understanding of

the meaning of "Creator" beyond its re-presentation through national identification.

In this paper, I will clarify the discourse between professional and national identity by focusing on
the example of the Japanese Graphic Designer Kamekura Yusaku and the World Design
Conference held in Japan in 1960. Firstly, I identify a transfiguration of the meaning of
"Individuality” in the late 1950's leading to confusion between national and professional identity.
Secondly, I see a shift in the same period from a pattern of "imitation" of the West to one of "anti-
mmitation" of Western culture to define one's own identity as a designer. Thirdly, I will show how
Kamekura Yusaku and his colleagues (Architects and Industrial Designers) who worked together
at the World Design Conference, along with a Japanese Intelligentsia who studied abroad in the

1950's, shared the same epistemic perspective and logic on identity.
By putting together these factors and their analysis, I will show how the grammar of the "Nihon-
Bunka-Ron" connected and confused the idea of "Creator" and "Japanese" by combining an episte-

mology of "Individuality" with a logic of "anti-imitation".

Without an historical analysis of the relation between "Creator" and "national identity" using

*The Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo; Research
Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS Research Fellow)
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discourse analysis, the discourse may been seen as a form of "techno-nationalism". But it is neces-
sary to engage in a deconstruction of this pattern of identification. We may then be able to clarify

the debate on what 1s meant by "being a Creator".
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