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Camera and Television Expression: Media Studies on
Film Camera and Broadcaster

Mamiko Hayashida

Driven by advances in information technology, television has evolved in step with innovations
in technology. Progress in the technologies associated with television cameras has led to major
changes in program production techniques and in tasks such as filming, editing, planning, and
direction. The new technologies have also dramatically expanded broadcasting possibilities. At the
same time, developments such as subcontracting and the streamlining of production processes
have transformed television program and broadcasting culture.

In Japan, while systematic television research that focuses on the receiver's /audience's side
has been performed research considering the broadcaster's side has been quite rare. In particular,
the actual conditions of television program production and broadcast expressions have gone
virtually unexamined. Against this background, this study focuses specially on innovations in the
technology of television cameras, and traces the historico-cultural changes in the expressions used
by broadcasters, while correlating these with changes in television program production and broad-
cast culture. This study focuses on program production activities in the early years of television,
when film cameras were used. This examination is based on the results of fieldwork conducted at

broadcast sites using ethnographic methods.

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Media Studies, Ethnographic Research, Media Expression, Television, Technology, Television
Camera, Television Sender/Broadcaster.
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