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The Possibility of Constructing Public Sphere through
Public Broadcasting System: Facing the Transformation of
Taiwan's TV Broadcasting System

Lin, I-hsuan

In this thesis, Taiwan's territorial, cable TV/commercial, and Public broadcasting
systems(PBS) are examined by the historical analysis method. Also Public Sphere Theory is in-
troduced as an effective measure of analyzing the possibility of developing public sphere through
the arising of Public Broadcasting System Group.

Some concepts are reviewed here, are: the relationship between PBS and government/author-
ity (The definition of public goods, regulation, de-regulation), Public Sphere Theory and its appli-
cation to PBS research. The mass media's powerful influence on society" and ‘the scarcity of radio
waves" are also theories which are considered. The two basic broadcasting system reguation
grounds and its validity are examined and challenged. My hypothesis is that the concept of
“communication” 1s an effective measure to explain the complicated relationship between PBS and
government and that government should be allowed to regulate PBS to some extent. In conclusion,
the problems and possibilities of establishing a public sphere is anticipated through the to-be- con-

structed Public broadcasting System Group in Taiwan.

Doctoral Student, Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : public broadcasting system, public sphere, alternative media, public goods, The mass media
system in Taiwan
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