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The Politics of Taiga-drama : Advent and Process of
the Formation of Social Meaning as a Genre

Soomi LEE*

In nationalism discourse Taiga-drama genre has been characterized and accepted by its histori-
cal narrative. Considering genres are not neutral categories, but ideological constructs masquer-
ading as neutral categories (R. Altman), I feel it is necessary to examine the role of generic
formations in meaning production of Taiga-drama. In this aspect, I examine the nationalism
discourse concerning Taiga-drama with the following approaches in this paper. I analyze the multi-
layered social contexts in which Taiga-drama appeared, and clarify the ideology of Taiga-drama with
an analysis of narrative types. And I analyze the process of the formation of Taiga-drama genre, fo-
cusing on the field of consumption of Taiga-drama. This paper therefore in general, considers the
moment and process that historical imagination of television drama in which politics of oblivion
and memory and further aims to consider the cultural politics of television media

surrounding the representation of national history

The Doctoral Course of Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo.
Key Words : Taiga-drama, Genere, Generic Formations, National Narrative, National Identity.
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