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Freedom of Mass Media Expression and its
Accountability

Manabu Someya

This paper analyses the Freedom of mass media speech and its relation to the accountability
system. The author argue that the mass media speech possess two aspect of freedom; negative
freedom as an autonomous press, and institutional freedom as a public goods. The author believes
that accountability system of the mass media is one of the best way to coordinate the two aspects
of freedom.

The value which supports the freedom of mass media speech does not equals to the freedom of
speech. Lucas Powe gives three values; political commitment, seeking the truth and the checking
value. All those three values are instrumental right, and not a personal one. However, in order to
fulfill these instrumental values, an autonomy of the press is necessary. The second aspect of
freedom of mass media comes from a view that mass media 1s a public goods of a society. In
modern soclety, mass media is not only a big speaker but a forum itself. Judith Lichtenberg said
that modern mass media is similar to the private shopping center as a public forum. Both are
private property, but if people have no alternative ways of speech, private property should be used
as a public forum. This institutional understanding of mass media speech paves the way to some
kind of regulation such as access or reply. Such regulations would improve the interest of society
as a whole, which support the institutional freedom of mass media speech.

These two freedom do not exist independently. Each of them presupposes the existing of
others. There 1s no autonomous decision without choice from different voices in the public goods
of mass media. Also, the institutional freedom of the mass media as public goods will be meaning-
less if there is no vigorous autonomous voice.

The question; How do we balance these two freedom? The accountability system, especially
press council, 1s the one of the best way for the operation. Because freedom of the mass media is
dynamically changing in the particular context, with competition with each other's interest.

Press council can treat various different types of problems of mass media, and make decision

Doctoral student, Department of Humanities and Sociology
Key Words : Freedom of the Speech, Mass Media ,Autonomy, Accountability, public goods, Press Council.
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in its own context. It could also defend and improve the quality of mass media speech.
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