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HISTORY

ISICS is one of the few research institutes devoted to interdisciplinary socioinformation and
communication studies at a national public university in Japan. It has a long history, going back to
1929. In that year, a research office of Journalism Studies was established in the Faculty of Let-
ters of what was then the Tokyo Imperial University. This was the first academic organization de-
voted to research on journalism to be formed in a Japanese university. After the Second World
War, the activities of this research office were continued by the Institute of Journalism and Com-
munication Studies, established in 1949.

The Institute of Journalism and Communication Studies gradually expanded its field of re-
search to include all aspects of journalism, mass media, and communications. Then, in 1992, in re-
sponse to the great social changes associated with the contemporary information revolution, the
institute was reorganized and renamed as the Institute of Socio-Information and Communication
Studies, with the goal of conducting "comprehensive research concerned with socio-information
and communications".

Attached to the Institute is the Newspaper and Multi-media Library. This developed out of the
Newspaper Library formed in 1964, which later came under the supervision of the Institute in
1967.

In 1996, the entire activities of ISICS were reviewed by a group of distinguished experts from
outside the Institute. This included five persons from the industrial world, five university profes-
sors from Japan, and three foreign university professors. As a result of this external review, the
Institute's activities were highly evaluated, in both their educational and research aspects. The
experts also viewed the reorganization carried out in 1992 very positively.

The organization of university research institutes such as our own came under review at the
same time as Japan's national universities were to be reorganized as independent administrative
bodies. Thus, the Institute of Socio-Information and Communication Studies was officially abol-
ished at the end of March 2004, and its organization incorporated into the Interfaculty Initiative in

Information Studies, with which it has consistently had close links.

DIVISIONS
The Institute of Socio-Information and Communication Studies aims at understanding the

meanings and structures of human society from the viewpoint of socio-information. Since the ac-
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tivities and systems relating to the creation and transmission of information in society are like the
neural network of society, the interdisciplinary study of socio-information has a major role to play
in the analysis of social problems, and in proposing ideas and perspectives for their solution. This
1s all the more so in today's "informationized" society, where revolutionary developments in com-
puter, microelectronics, and telecommunications technology are radically altering the basic
structure of society (including the mass media, industry, legal systems and political institutions)
and patterns of human behavior.

Cooperative interdisciplinary research projects are an important feature of the Institute's re-
search activities. These projects cover a wide range of topics, and in many cases involve the co-
operation of researchers from other universities.

The Institute is comprised of the following three divisions:

(1) Information and Media Division

Social information is distributed, exchanged, and accumulated through the information media.
The information spaces that are thus created are undergoing rapid change with the progress of in-
formatization in contemporary times. To understand the reality of the changes and to theorize
them within an analytic framework are tasks of immediate relevance. Therefore, in this area of
study, it is first necessary to set forth basic theories regarding socio-information phenomena, the
history and categorization of socio-information, and the media industry. The previously men-
tioned topic areas are important forms and topics for the study of socio-information phenomena.
Second, it is necessary to analyze in a comprehensive manner the information media such as
mass media, the new media, multimedia, information communication networks, and databases for
aspects related to functions and structure, institutions and organization, economy and technolo-
gy, systems and networks effects and influences, and utilization and expressions. Third, it is nec-
essary to connect analyses from the social sciences' point of view with scientific and engineering
research concerning information systems, which have been promoted as providing builing blocks
for new design concepts concerning multimedia, futuristic information communication networks,

and models of technological and industrial programs.

(2) Information Behavior Division
Along with the progress toward informatization, there have also been rapid changes in the ar-
eas of individual information behavior and attitudes. In this major subject area, the interfaces be-

tween information behavior, the means of information processing, and informatiom functions,
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which have historically tended to be studied separately, are examined comprehensively from the
point of view of receiving, converting, and accumulating information. Research in this division
aims to make full and interchangeable use of results from the social sciences, cognitive sciences,
and information sciences. First, this means that the cognitive mechanisms on which human infor-
mation processing and transmission is founded, and the various aspects of social action coming
under the headings of "communication" and "interaction" are comprehensively analyzed in their
role as the dynamic mechanisms moving the process of information exchange. Such analysis is
carried out with reference to the current conditions of the new information environment, of
which electronic information networks are a crucial part. Second, information behavior-
understood as interaction with the environment-is analyzed in relation to the advancement of in-
formation technology and changes in social structure. At the same time, analysis of information
behavior considers pathologies and maladaptations that can occur along with changes in the infor-
mation environment. This also entails the analysis of conditions relating to social safety and the
study of the reliability and weaknesses of the information system in contemporary society, taking

into consideration the viewpoints of social and urban engineering.

(3) Information and Society Division

The progress of informatization is exerting deep and major influences on various human activi-
ties in general, not only in traditional areas such as the media industry, journalism, and publish-
ing, but also in other areas, including the economy, politics, administration, law, education, wel-
fare, culture, and the arts. As a result, the human social environment is undergoing major change,
and comprehensive analysis is required in order to understand the trends of informationization in
society as a whole. Furthermore, there is a growing need to anticipate future changes and to ac-
tively propose ideas and policy changes that concern the nature of the information environment.
In this area, therefore, in order to understand such areas as the legal system as it touches upon
information needs, information policy, infomation and political process, and the economic culture
of information transmission, it is necessary to comprehensively clarify the structure of and
changes to the information environment in contemporary society. Especially, it is imperative to
develop an understanding of the changes in social and human behaviors that are caused by infor-
matization. In order to accomplish this, first, the interactions between the composition of the in-
formation environment and changes in social mores, ideas, and cultures must be studied using ac-
tual data resulting from empirical research on information and oommunication in the fields of so-

ciology, art studies, and history. Second, research must be conducted on changes in the legal sys-
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tem and the political process that are promoted by progress in information technology. This re-
search must attend to changes in the information environment and include international perspec-
tives in order to develop active, research-based propositions that relate to information policy.
Third, while performing concrete analyses concerning the influences exerted by technological
progress in the information environment on industrial and economic systems, theories need to be
built concerning the relationships between information and the economy as part of the overall so-

cial system.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

A. Cooperative Research Supported by Leadership Assistance Funding

Research Program on Information relating to Natural Disasters (Program Leader:
Osamu Hiroi)

Research on natural disasters has been carried out in the Information Behavior Division of
ISICS since the days of its predecessor, the Institute for Journalism and Communication Studies.
Numerous surveys on actually occurring disasters, including earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic
eruptions, landslides, storms and floods, have been undertaken to date. In addition, long-term re-
search is being continued in relation to the possibility of future earthquake disasters in Tokyo and
the Tokai region, disaster prevention policy, and people's changing perceptions of disasters. The
results of almost all of this research have been made publicly available through reports published
by the Institute. A very considerable quantity of data has so far been accumulated thanks to these
surveys.

Much research has been done in the natural science and engineering disciplines relating to nat-
ural disasters. However, the focus of research in this institute is on human behavior and organi-
zational responses in times of disaster, and on the collection and transmission of information
about disasters. Besides analyzing actual disaster situations, this research has contributed signif-
icant policy proposals, many of which have come to be reflected in current disaster management
practices.

ISICS is the only institution in Japan where research on disasters is being conducted from the

perspective of the humanities and social sciences. This research is long-term and highly orga-
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nized, and has been undertaken continuously for more than twenty years, although the number of
staff involved has been relatively small. Nevertheless, there is strong and growing interest by
both national and local government agencies in disaster research from the humanities and social
sciences, especially in view of the aging of society and the rapid spread of information technology.
On this basis, it was decided to set up a "Research Program on Information relating to Natural
Disasters" starting in 2001, with the aim of increasing the scale and degree of organization of re-
search on this topic. Besides providing basic material for reducing the human costs of disasters,
the plan is to make the large quantities of data so far accumulated fully available to the public so
that they may be used effectively by disaster prevention organizations, educational institutions,
and the media.
During the academic year of 2003, the following research activities were undertaken:
The following surveys were carried out:
Survey relating to Mt. Fuji and volcanic activity (Gotemba and Fujiyoshida)
Miyagi Offshore Earthquake survey
Miyagi Northern Earthquake survey
Minamata water pollution survey
Volcano-related local government survey
Survey relating to Mt. Fuji and volcanic activity (Yamakita)

Survey of the effect of a Mt. Fuji eruption on tourism

000000 0 -

Volcano-related data gathering and analysis for the Hazard Map

(2) Work continued on the ongoing project begun in the year 2000 to form a Disaster Informa-
tion Database. This makes publicly available the results of more than twenty years of research
surveys carried out at this institute on numerous types of natural disasters and on people's per-
ceptions and behavioral responses to them. Also available are visual data, including photographic
material showing disaster damage, and illustrations from the Institute's unique collection of his-

torical news-sheets and wood-block prints. All these materials can be searched on the Internet.

International Journalism Research Program (Program Leader: Tatsuro Hanada)

This research program has two major objectives: (1) the establishment of professional journal-
ism education at the institutional level in Japan, and (2) the conduct of journalism education based
on social scientific principles. In addition, it seeks to build connections with international re-
search trends.

With respect to the first of these objectives, the aim is to establish in the Japanese university
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system a program for the training and nurturing of people for the specialized profession of jour-
nalism, and to develop teaching methods and research for this purpose. A key feature of this pro-
gram is that it combines both the analysis of contemporary problems and the development of
practical initiatives to address them. In this way, it seeks to develop a systematic and scientific
approach to journalism education.

In particular, four types of research and educational initiatives are currently being pursued:

1. the training of students to become journalists at the undergraduate and graduate school
levels

2. the establishment and running of a system of media internships for students wishing to be-
come journalists

3. short-term training programs for mid-career journalists

4. graduate-school training programs for specialist journalists

Research and development in these fields is proceeding in a flexible manner taking into ac-

count the relative difficulty and priority of each area. An organization under the name of "newslab"
has been formed to further the practical aspects of this program. This is a cooperative organiza-
tion between the academy and the world of working journalism, and includes several currently
active journalists as members.

During the current academic year the following activities took place:

1. A'"Journalism Seminar" was organized as one of the courses offered to students in this in-
stitute's undergraduate research student program. Journalists participated as instructors in
this course, and research was also simultaneously carried out on the development of teach-
ing methods and materials.

2. A "Press Internship" program was provided for students in the undergraduate research
program during the summer vacation.

3. An organization formed last year by people from universities and television companies for
the provision of "Broadcasting Internships" continued its work, and as a result, students
from a number of universities gained the opportunity to go on such internships during the
summer vacation.

4. The organization of short-term training courses for mid-career journalists continued with
a course held in August 2003 entitled "Is democracy possible in the absence of political par-
ties: the proliferation of independent voters and the crisis of party politics".

5. Inorder to provide a venue for discussion on current issues, we instituted a "Journalist Fo-

rum", which met three times during this academic year. Each meeting featured a different
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invited speaker, and the topics focused on matters of contemporary concern such as the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and media coverage of North Korea.

6. A journalism studies textbook entitled Jissen Jaanarisuto Yousei Kouza (Lectures for the
Practical Training of Journalists) was compiled under the editorship of Tatsuro Hanada and

the Newslab Study Group, and published by Heibonsha Press.

Cultural Studies Program (Program Leader: Shunya Yoshimi)

The occasion marking the beginning of this institute's involvement in the project of cultural
studies was an international symposium held under the joint auspices of ISICS and the British
Council in March 1996. This was entitled "Conversions with Cultural Studies" and drew an audi-
ence of about 630 people at its opening session held in the Yasuda Hall of the University of Tokyo.
The speakers at this session were Stuart Hall and Kohei Hanazaki. This was followed by two-
days of smaller workshop sessions in which 175 people participated. The proceedings of this
symposium have been published in a book edited jointly by Tatsuro Hanada, Shunya Yoshimi, and
Colin Sparks under the title "Conversations with Cultural Studies" (Karuchuraru Sutadiizu to no
Taiwa, published by Shinyousha).

It is in light of these developments that the Cultural Studies Program was begun at ISICS in
2001. This program is constituted from a number of projects dealing with specific research topics,
as follows:

(1) War and Media (2001-2004)

(2) Globalization and Social Space (2002-2004)

(3) The Trans-Asia Network (2002-2004)

(4) America in Asia (2003-2005)

(5) Cultural Studies Workshops and Symposia

A particular focus of this program in 2002 was the holding of a two-day international sympo-
sium entitled "New Horizons of Cultural Studies: Between War and Media in the Age of Globhal-
ization" in July. This was organized through the close cooperation of researchers in Japan and
South Korea and dealt with issues relating to the globalization of information and cultural produc-
tion. Global information networks are developing at an ever-accelerating pace in the world today
and having fundamental transformative effects on daily life and collective memory. A total of eight
panel sessions were held on diverse topics relating to globalization, war, memory, gender rela-
tions, and new developments in cultural studies. It was particularly significant that the partici-

pants came from such a large number of (mostly Asian) countries, including India, Sri Lanka, In-
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donesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Hong Kong, China, South Korea, the USA, and
Germany. In the course of intensive discussion focused on globalization issues in Asia, the
emerging regional scholarly network was strengthened. Another important achievement of this
symposium was the wide range of participants and the intensity of discussion, both among the
presenters of papers and the general participants. Presenters of papers numbered more than 30,
and the number of general participants in attendance exceeded 250. The latter included many
younger researchers and graduate students, both from within Japan and from abroad. (Financial
assistance for the holding of this symposium was obtained from the Ministry of Education, Cul-
ture, Sports, Science and Technology, and from the Asia Center of the Japan Foundation, in addi-
tion to university leadership project funding.)

In 2003, the basis for in-depth cooperative research was further strengthened. In particular,
the cultural studies network covering the whole of Asia was greatly expanded by the holding of
large international conferences in Singapore and Bangalore (India). In addition, as part of this net-
working effort, links were pursued with the "New Encyclopedia Project" based at Nottingham-
Trent University in the UK, and in connection with this an international workshop on the theme
of "Global Knowledge in Digital Civil Society" was held. Participants in this workshop included
Mike Featherstone, Couze Venn, Hidetaka Ishida, Mamoru Ito, Chizuko Ueno, Yoshitaka Mori,
and Kosaku Yoshino. The discussion dealt with such topics as digitalization and globalization, the
changing social environment of the academy, the commercialization of knowledge and decline of
humanistic learning, and the emergence of a new transnational and multi-lingual research and ed-
ucation environment. The issue of global knowledge was examined in the context of such themes,
and the significance of seeking a redefinition of global knowledge was considered.

Another achievement growing out of this project in 2003, was the publication of a special edi-
tion of the journal Inter-Asia Cultural Studies (published by Routledge) on the theme of "Ameri-

canism", drawing much of its material from the above-mentioned symposium held in 2002.

B. Division Research Projects

1. Information and Media Division

Investigation of Social Theory Relating to Globalization and Spatial Transformation

(Project Leader: Tatsuro Hanada)

The term "globalization" is used to refer to a wide range of changes extending across the fields
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of politics, economics, society, and culture. These phenomena can be understood as a process of
transformation and restructuring in the organization of space. From this perspective, it is possi-
ble to discern a continuing redefinition of spatial boundaries and a deepening stratification of spa-
tial structure. This research project seeks to link recent developments in the geographical and
sociological study of space, as well as the study of landscape in the discipline of history, with the
study of communications and media, making reference to the key concepts of space, place, and
landscape. Until 1999, our investigations were focused on a review of important recent debates in
post-modern geography, the study of globalization, and the theory of space. This project has been
undertaken cooperatively between researchers at ISICS (particularly Professors Yoshimi and
Hanada) and those at Tohoku University (particularly Prof. Naoki Yoshihara). Since 2002, the or-
ganization of this project has become more structured, with meetings being held once a year at
each of the three institutions involved (ISICS of The University of Tokyo, the Faculty of Letters
of Tohoku University, and the Faculty of Letters of Osaka City University), making up a total of
three meetings a year. At research meetings held at ISICS during 2003, presentations were re-
ceived from Kenji Tsutsumi (University of Osaka) on the subject of military cartography, and
from Atsushi Yamana (Tokyo Gakugei University) on urban space and education. In addition, a

two-day workshop is to be held at Osaka City University in March 2004.

Jornalism Education Perspectives (Project Leader: Tatsuro Hanada)

This project examines methodologies for future research on journalism, besides analyzing past
journalism research, with a view to investigating how the social phenomenon of journalism might
be treated from a social-scientific perspective. This involves reconsideration of various concepts,
methods, and explanations of phenomena, and aims to open up prospects for new forms of jour-

nalism research. There are plans to publish the results of this research in book form.

Research for the Development of a Journalism Education Project Appropriate to the In-
creasing Flexibility of the Media Labor Market (Project Leader: Tatsuro Hanada)

This project is related to the International Journalism Research Program, and is supported by
a grant from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Its aim is the
development of a journalism education program in the Japanese university system for the im-
provement of the quality of journalism and to train students for that specialized profession. This
involves research and development of systems and teaching methods, and the carrying out of

simulation studies. Basic research is to be completed in three years, and will lay the foundations
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for the next stage of implementation.

Visual Media and Cross-cultural Understanding (Project Leader: SAKATA Kuniko)

The twenty-first century is sometimes called the "Asian Century", and there is now a growing
consciousness of "Asia" as a distinct community in relation to the "West". At the same time, there
remains a strong desire for the continued coexistence of the diverse traditional cultures and val-
ues of Asia, in response to the threat of their disappearance. Underlying this paradox, there exists
an inarticulate sense of anxiety relating to the postmodern state of chaos in the contemporary
media environment, where information flows freely almost totally disrespecting national bound-
aries as result of the globalization and digitalization of media through such developments as com-
munications and broadcasting satellites and the Internet. There has been much debate about the
information gap and imbalance between Asia and the West, especially as regards the globalized
visual media, with not infrequent references to "cultural imperialism" and "media imperialism".
However, there has as yet been little discussion of the same issue between Japan and the rest of
Asia, where the historical and social relationship is more sensitive and complex. There still re-
mains a negative legacy from the last century, whereby the Japanese media have represented
Asia as an "other". It is particularly important that the Japanese visual media overcome such prob-
lematic relationships of the past, and participate in the formation of an improved media environ-
ment in Asia, in which cultural diversity is recognized in a way that goes beyond the complex and
ingrained habits of representing "others" and "other cultures".

This is an academic and practical research project aiming to clarify and examine problems and
potentials for the realization of a diverse media culture and reconstruction of the media environ-
ment in Asia, particularly in Japan, from a socio-cultural perspective. Concretely, it attempts to
consider and explain essential problems in media expression and representation among various
cultures and values, based on the ideas of media literacy required in global society, such as the
critical reading of cross-cultural media representations of "others" and autonomous media ex-
pression of individual ideas and representations of one's own culture. This will be conducted

through the process of actual video co-production between the Philippines and Japan.

2. Information and Behavior Division

Internet use in Finland (Project Leader: Yoshiaki Hashimoto)

To compare media use among Japan, Korea and other countries, we conducted research survey
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on Internet use in Finland in December 2003.

Information exchange units for exploring micro-dynamism of communication processes
(Project Leader: Masato Ishizaki)

In this project, we have extended David Traum's relatedness coding scheme for dialogue seg-
mentation. The revised scheme is based on intuitively unambiguous concepts such as respon-
siveness and continuation of utterances. Preliminary evaluation results showed that the scheme

can be used for reliable annotation for dialogue segmentation.

Globalization and the Formation of a Transnational Cultural Geopolitics in Asia (Proj-
ect Leader: KANG sang jung)

This project seeks to elucidate the multi-layered process of globalization as it is currently oc-
curring in the Northeast Asian region, including Japan, the Korean Peninsula, China, the Russian
Far East, and also the United States. It examines the various aspects of international security,

politics, and culture, drawing on contributions from scholars throughout the region.

3. Information and Society Division

Information Policy Project (Project Leader: Junichi Hamada)

This project seeks to advance the study of information policy in the areas of both research and
education. Following the laying of theoretical groundwork in the previous year, we embarked on
some concrete initiatives focused on the educational aspect, as described below:

(1) Through the medium of a course conducted with students in the Graduate School of Inter-
disciplinary Information Studies, we worked on policy proposals in such areas as data broad-
casting, the dissemination of media content and personal development, piracy in the game
software industry, information education, and local government information policy. This was
an attempt to develop a model for education in information policy by giving students a direct
sense of what is involved in the actual process of responsible policy making, while maintain-
ing an interdisciplinary perspective.

(2) In cooperation with a project being conducted by the UF] Research Center under a com-
mission from JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), work was carried out on the
production of English-language teaching materials on Information Policy for use in the train-

ing of public employees in the Philippines and other parts of southeast Asia. These materials
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were written jointly by researchers in this project, and consist of lectures recorded on CD
with accompanying test materials and a glossary.

As a result of the success of these initiatives, a framework for education in information policy

has been established. In coming years, we intend to develop this further through the formation of

a cooperative research structure and deepening the analysis of existing information policy includ-

ing the adoption of comparative perspectives.

War and Media - Historical and Sociological Research on Propaganda and Information
Distribution in the Two World Wars (Project Leader: Shunya Yoshimi)

From the two World Wars to the Vietnam War and Gulf War, wars have formed the outline of
the age known as the twentieth century. At the same time, war was a key factor in the develop-
ment of the media in the twentieth century. Media and war have been inseparably bound up with
each other during the course of the century, from the propaganda posters of the First World War
to the intense information management of the Gulf War. With this in mind, the current project has
concerned itself with researching, discussing and analyzing war propaganda and media represen-
tation in the period leading up to and including the Second World War, besides examining theory
and systems of information dissemination from the diverse perspectives of the researchers par-
ticipating in the project. The disciplines represented among the later include sociology, history,
mass communications studies, aesthetics, film history, design history, and the history of photog-
raphy.

In addition, the Institute of Socio-information and Communication Studies has inherited an ex-
tremely valuable and internationally important collection of propaganda material from its prede-
cessor, the Institute of Journalism and Communication Studies. For some years the institute has
been engaged in the process of organizing this collection with a view to making it publicly avail-
able. During 2002, work progressed on the restoration and photographic reproduction of the ma-
terials. In parallel with this, plans went ahead for detailed surveys and analysis of the material, in-
volving the cooperation of scholars from numerous fields.

Work on the formation of a database has progressed with the completion of data entry and
translation work on the First World War propaganda posters and documents from the wartime
Cabinet Information Bureau. Information has also been gathered on other collections of wartime
propaganda material both in Japan and abroad, with a view to the creation of a larger scale cross-
institutional digital archive. Plans have also done ahead for making such material publicly avail-

able, and for the holding of exhibitions.
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Interdisciplinary Project on Design and Media Culture in Twentieth Century Society
(Project Leader: Shunya Yoshimi)

This project focuses on the themes of media and design in the twentieth century, including ad-
vertising and propaganda, and seeks to develop new perspectives through discussion and coop-
eration between researchers in the field of art and design history and the field of sociology and
media studies. Since 2001, regular meetings have been held on a three-times-a-year basis. Pre-
sentations on numerous topics related to design and media have been given at these meetings,
and intense discussion has taken place. Faculty and students from the Interfaculty Initiative in In-
formation Studies have also participated, and this project has become a joint enterprise between
ISICS and IIIS. During the academic year of 2003, a number of research meetings were held, in-
cluding presentations by Rolph Sachsse (active mainly in Europe in the fields of media art and

criticism) and a workshop held with Professor Akihiro Yoshimoto of New York University.

Review of Court Decisions in Media Law & Journalism Education (Project Leader: It-
suko Yamaguchi)

This project aims to lay the foundations of legal research and education in the area of media &
journalism, through collecting related Japanese court decisions and analyzing issues such as defa-

mation and privacy invasion.

Information Security and Governance (Project Leader: Hideyuki Tanaka)

The aim of this project is to organize ideas relating to information security and governance.

Information security has a bearing not only on the issue of security in information systems
themselves, but also on the question of how information held by organizations is handled. The is-
sue of how such information property should be treated is beginning to gain attention, and has
been mentioned in guideline documents on information systems produced by the ISO, OECD and
European Union. However, these have dealt principally with information systems located within
organization boundaries. So far, there has been insufficient attention paid to how information
property might be used in relation to the exterior of organizations.

It is often said that information security and the free flow of information exist in a trade-off re-
lationship. This research project, however, investigates the potential for liberalization of restric-

tive factors through governance both within organizations and between organizations.
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The Historical Development and Cultural Significance of Discourse on Technologies of
Reproduction (Project Leader: Akihiro Kitada)

This project aims ultimately to produce a database of discourse and theory relating to technolo-
gies of reproduction. This year we prepared the ground by collecting and organizing material re-
ferring to Walter Benjamin's theory of reproductive technology. By organizing and analyzing the
diverse uses made of the concept of reproductive technology, we aim to build a foundation for the
systematic study of discourse on technologies of reproduction. One could say that we have suc-
ceeded to some degree in attaining the goals set at the outset of the project. We wish to further

continue this collaborative work, and publicize our findings in book form or electronic text.

Project for the Establishment of Theoretical Foundations for Information Economics
(Project Leader: Reiko Gotoh)

This project aims at a theoretical systematization of information economics, in order to analyze
the distinctive features of the technological and organizational innovations associated with the
ICT revolution, and to provide a vision for a future industrial organizational structure and institu-
tional context adapted to the changing market environment. It continues the work begun in the
previous year by a project under the title "Economic Research on the Information and Communi-
cations Technology Revolution and the Structural and Institutional Foundations of Industrial Or-
ganizations'.

This year, we focused on recent theoretical developments in the rapidly advancing field of eco-
nomic geography, and examined methods for analyzing the structures underlying the existence of
the so-called "agglomeration paradox", employing the conceptual tools of spatial economics. We
also carried out a review of previously separate theoretical developments in the various fields of
applied economics, including macro-economics, labor economics, the study of industrial organiza-
tions, financial policy studies, and public policy studies, with the aim of establishing methodolo-
gies for the systematic analysis of the effects of information technology and digitalization on re-
gional economies. In connection with this, comparative case studies were carried out between Ja-

pan and Germany, and among the regions of Japan.

C. Other Cooperative Research Projects

The Korean Network in Northeast Asia (Project Leader: Kan Sang-jung)

This project seeks to elucidate the history and present condition of the life-styles and culture
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of minorities of Korean dissent living scattered in a large area extending from central Asia, to
northeast China, the Far East of Russia, and Japan. It aims furthermore to study the development
of the "Korean Network" gradually taking shape in the context of global changes currently under-

way in the Northeast Asian region.

Media Expression, Learning and Literacy Project (Project Leaders: Shin Mizukoshi,
Yuhei Yamauchi, Akiko Sugaya, Naoya Hayashi, Katsumi Ichikawa)

The MELL (Media Expression, Learning and Literacy) Project is a loosely knit, networked re-
search project intended to conduct practical research into expression and learning via the media,

and research into media literacy.

In the information society of East Asia, which continues to present a chaotic face as digitaliza-
tion and globalization both advance simultaneously, how should people gain an understanding of
media literacy? How should expression and learning via the media be developed? How should cit-
izens independently design their own diverse modal media systems? To take on topics such as
these, the MELL Project began as a cooperative research project of a brand new type of graduate
school, the Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, which was established in the 2000
school year at the University of Tokyo to fuse the areas of information studies in liberal arts, so-
cial science, natural science, art and design. Activities of the project, which officially began in Jan-

uary 2001, are taking place over a time frame of five years.

The MELL Project is simultaneously advancing on several fronts, through several subprojects
and more loosely related affiliated projects. The primary subprojects and affiliated projects are in-

troduced below.

The first project is the Media Literacy Project of the National Association of Commercial
Broadcasters in Japan (NAB). This project links commercial broadcasters with children in their
areas, enabling children to produce their own television programs. Through activities that enable
studying media literacy and media expression together, conducted by creators and viewers in
these regions, this project is enjoying wide-ranging success. Pilot projects are underway in four
regions: Miyagi, Nagano, Aichi, and Fukuoka. The next project is the Tokyo project. This project
is progressing in all areas of Tokyo, preparing a media literacy program that can be conducted us-

ing community centers and museums instead of schools.
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Other activities cover a wide range of subjects, including the Book Building and Media Literacy
Project; the Asia Image Network, for practical research into the Asian media; the play "NEWS
NEWS: What are they Saying on TV?," which covers the themes of inaccurate reporting in the
mass media and human rights issues; the Media Expression Research Conferences, which con-
duct theoretical research into the new area of media expression; and others. Members of the
MELL Project may be classified into three types, based on their degrees of connection to the

project.

General Research on the Socio-economic Impact of Volcanic Activity of Mt. Fuji and for
the Advancement of Volcanic Disaster Information (Project Leader: Osamu Hiroi)

This project aims to assess quantitatively the extent of likely damage to social and economic
functions, particularly in the Tokyo area, that would result from a major eruption of Mt. Fuji on a
scale equivalent to previous known historical eruptions. It also examines ways of managing infor-
mation about volcanic activity in the future, including how such information should be gathered
and disseminated.

A major eruption of Mt. Fuji is known to have occurred in the Houei Era (1704-1710). This
project aims specifically to research what effect the same eruption would have had if it had oc-
curred in the present day, especially on contemporary social conditions, on the basis of data from
a detailed case study of the Pinatubo eruption, and from surveys carried out among experts. Case
studies were also undertaken on how information was managed in the cases of the recent erup-
tions of Mt. Unzen, Mt. Usu and Mitake Island, with a view particularly to identifying problems in
the timing and dissemination of such information. Further data of use in determining future policy
as regards volcano-related information was obtained by interviewing employees at the Meteoro-
logical Bureau and members of the Liaison Committee for the Prediction of Volcanic Eruptions,

besides seeking the opinions of volcanology researchers throughout the country.

Surveys of the Miyagi Offshore Earthquake, Miyagi Northern Earthquake, and the To-
katsu Offshore Earthquake (Project Leader: Osamu Hiroi)

The above mentioned earthquakes all occurred in 2003 (in May, July, and September respec-
tively). This research project conducted surveys by interview and questionnaire on how informa-
tion was disseminated at the time of these disasters, and on how local residents responded to
them. It focused particularly on people's behavior at the time of their occurrence, their awareness

of the dangers posed by tsunamis and their evacuation responses to them, the relation between
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Meteorological Bureau reports of earthquake intensity and momentary behavioral responses, in-
formation needs in the immediate aftermath, and everyday disaster preparedness, among other

topics.

Verification of Internet Paradox(Project Leader: Yoshiaki Hashimoto)

Professor R. Kraut at Carnegie Mellon University showed in his research that greater use of
the Internet was associated with declines in communication with family members, decline s in
the size of their social network and increases in their depression and loneliness. He called this
kind of phenomenon "Internet Paradox. To verify this kind of phenomenon in Japan we conducted
questionnaire survey and group interview. By the survey we found that greater use of the Inter-
net in Japan is not necessarily associated with increases in their depression. On the contrary so-

cial network size has expanded.

Study of Informatization and Information Behavior (Project Leader: Yoshiaki Hashimo-
to)
The purpose of the project is to analyze the change of information behavior in the domain of the

ordinary life and effects of diffusion of the Internet.

"Informatization" and the Construction of Social Institutions (Project Leader: Osamu
Sudoh)

This project aims to analyze the processes of social change associated with the development of
information technology, and to conceive plans for new social institutions in response to these
changes. Besides drawing on the specialized expert knowledge of researchers in various fields, it
seeks also to build a cooperative research structure involving people from business and govern-
ment in addition to the university.

The project is organized into a number of sub-groups formed by the respective participants.
The field of research covered has been divided into three large clusters, focusing respectively on
(1) institutions themselves, (2) economics and business, and (3) welfare and medicine. In addi-
tion, there is a core group of researchers involved in overall planning and coordination of the proj-
ect.

From the outset, this project has been pursued in such a way as to maintain close links among
its various sub-groups, by holding meetings with all groups participating, and generally sharing

information about the content of research being conducted.
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There has been a consistent emphasis on concrete results, with each sub-group constructing
a new framework for research, then developing tools of analysis from this, and applying these
tools in empirical work on specific data. Throughout, the basic idea has been to predict the likely
effects of network-induced interaction between the various components of society and the pro-
cesses of socio-structural change that will result from this interaction. On this basis, we have un-
dertaken a comprehensive and demonstrative analysis and evaluation of the social effects and pol-
icy measures induced by information networking. Work on the construction of theoretical frame-
works and the development of analytical tools has already been completed, and the focus is now
on the empirical analysis of data and the planning of new institutions. The results of individual re-
search efforts are subjected to thorough evaluation by peer review, and are also examined care-
fully and fairly by the project leader. Furthermore, the highest international standard of research
1s maintained through interaction with researchers abroad, who have been invited to come and
give workshops, and by the holding of international symposia.

This project is very serious about maintaining links with society and with making a direct social
contribution. Besides building a cooperative research structure involving business, we have
made efforts to publicize the activities and results of our research through both printed media and

the Internet. Plans are also proceeding for the publication of a book.

Digital Economy in the Global Context and Institutional Design of Knowledge-
Intensive Society (Project Leader: Osamu Sudoh)

The aim of this project is to consider ways of designing new social institutions to enhance gen-
eral social welfare while reducing social conflict linked to contemporary social changes, such as
the emergence and deepening of the digital divide, based on an analysis of socio-structural change
associated with the development and diffusion of information technology. One special feature of
this project is its attempt to elucidate processes of social development centered on intermediary
organizations (also known as "third parties").

During this year, we built upon the results of the two previous years of research by undertak-
ing research focused especially on the formation of public-private partnerships and the division of
functions in information society. Particularly worthy of attention are the following two points, re-
lating respectively to expansion of the object of analysis and the development of new methodolo-
gies:

(1) Work has begun on the analysis of additional objects of research, such as the environ-

ment, innovation, labor, information security and local democracy. Understanding these ar-
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eas is indispensable to the design of future institutions and, along with the results of previ-
ous research, should enable us to conceive a comprehensive vision for a new social system.
(2) We have developed methodologies applying the principles of social learning dynamics and
agent-base modeling, thus providing a firm methodological foundation for social institutional
design. We also pursued further linkages with the natural sciences as a way of conceiving
new social institutions incorporating the results of the most recent developments in infor-

mation and communications technology.

D. The Holding of Symposia

New Century in Northeast Asia: Population Movements and Network Formation in the
Korean Diaspora (Symposium Leader: KANG sang jung)

This symposium examined the urgent issue of security and peace in the Korean Peninsula, and
also considered the prospects for regional integration in Northeast Asia, paying particular atten-
tion to the possibilities offered by the developing cross-border network among Korean minorities

scattered throughout the region.

MELL Project Symposium 2004 (Coordinators: MELL Project Chief Directors)

This symposium featured reports on MELL Project activities conducted during the academic
year of 2003 and also an exchange of opinions with media literacy researchers from Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and Korea. It also included a workshop entitled "Media Bazaar", at which intense discus-
sion took place among all the participants, who numbered 240 in total. In addition, the symposium
was immediately proceeded by another workshop entitled "Media Literacy and the Geopolitics of

Information Knowledge" which drew about 90 participants.

Program

March 6 Sat. 2004

10:00 - 10:30

Opening Speech: Overview 2003 of the MELL Project
Yuhei YAMAUCHI / The University of Tokyo

10:45 - 12:15
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Toward the hybrid media literacy: Challenges and Possibilities of East Asia (1)
Sophia WU / National Chengchi University, Taiwan
Alice LEE / Hong Kong Baptist University

13:30 - 15:00

Toward the hybrid media literacy: Challenges and Possibilities of East Asia (2)
Hyeon - Seon JEONG / Seoul National University

Discussion
Sophia WU, Alice LEE, Hyeon-Seon Jeong and
Shunya YOSHIMI / The University of Tokyo
Shueyan LIU / Research Institute of Telecommunications and Economics, Japan
Coordinator
Shin MIZUKOSHI / The University of Tokyo

15:15 - 17:45 (two sessions processing simultaneously)
Session 1: Asian Media Culture
Presentation of MELL's subprojects and Discussion (all four sessions)
Kuniko SAKATA / The University of Tokyo
Seongsoo Baeg / Kanda University of International Studies
and other d'CATCH members
Students of KUIS
etc.
Session 2: Design of Public Space
Katsumi ICHIKAWA / NHK =]Japan Broadcasting Corporation
Mariko SAKAI / National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation
Akiko SUGAYA / Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry

etc.

March 7 Sun. 2004
10:00 - 12:30 (two sessions processing simultaneously)
Session 3: School and Community
Naoya HAYASHI / Azusagawa High School of Nagano
Hiroaki KARAKUNI / The Comprehensive Educational Center of Shizuoka Prefecture
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Yuhei YAMAUCHI, Shunsuke SAKAI/ The University of Tokyo
etc.
Session 4: Broadcasting and Media Literacy: NAB Japan Project, Again !
Akiko OGAWA / Aichi Shukutoku University
Yorio KITAMURA / Niigata University
Mamiko HAYASHIDA, Shin MIZUKOSHI / The University of Tokyo

12:30 - 15:15
Media Bazaar !! Playful workshop of creation, expression, exchange and sharing ideas
of media literacy and practice

powered by

Nobuyuki UEDA / Konan Women's University

Hajime HASEGAWA, Masaaki Ito / The University of Tokyo

and other PUBLICING members

15:30 - 16:30
Roundup Discussion
Coordinator

Mariko SAKAI
Akiko SUGAYA

"Global Knowledge" in Digital Civil Society (Coordinator: Yoshimi Shunya)

At the present time, a project known as the "New Encyclopedia Project” (NEP) is being pur-
sued by Professor Mike Featherstone and others based at Nottingham-Trent University (UK), in
association with the internationally renowned journal Theory, Culture and Society (published by
Sage Press). This project aims to reexamine and redefine what constitutes "global knowledge" in
the context of the new contemporary global situation. It thus seeks to address changes in the so-
cial environment of higher education institutions brought about by digitalization and globaliza-
tion, including the commercialization of knowledge, the decline in humanistic learning, and the
rise of a new trans-national multi-lingual educational environment. Its main focus is to foster a
space for global dialogue on specific thematic clusters, such as consumer culture, modernity, me-

dia, knowledge, and the archive. According to Professor Featherstone, the objective is to arrive
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at a new formulation and construction of knowledge through writing on these clusters or topics in
a broad context from various parts of the world, according to a trans-disciplinary perspective and
dialogical process of debate. This project is also being pursued as a response to a widespread
sense of crisis about the present difficult circumstances surrounding the academy, such as the
commercialization and leveling down of knowledge, the dominance of American-inspired "global
standards", and the decline of humanistic learning. This symposium was organized on the occa-
sion of a visit to Japan by members of the NEP, including Professor Featherstone himself, and
provided a venue for wide-ranging discussion about the condition of university education and re-
search in the present global environment. Participants also debated the issue of what kind of

knowledge networks, systems and practices are necessary under such conditions.

Digital Civil Society and Communication Studies (Coordinator: Hideyuki Tanaka)

Modern society is now undergoing a complex process of change as information, communica-
tions technology and networks come to form a key element of the contemporary social infrastruc-
ture. This involves the intricate interaction of numerous social factors, of which the following
may be cited as examples: new forms of integration in economic activity, system sharing and out-
sourcing to private organizations in administration, the globalization of the media, the establish-
ment of new legal frameworks for the regulation of information and communications, fundamen-
tal transformations in people's behavioral patterns associated with ubiquitous computer use, and
the rise of new social movements supported by the use of the Internet and cellular phones. As
these various processes of change interact with each other, a highly dynamic social situation has
arisen, out of which new social structures are beginning to take shape.

In particular, as a result of the recent rapid popularization of the Internet and ubiquitization of
information technology, many of the things once confined to the mass media are now within the
daily reach of individual persons, thus providing a new opportunity for the maturation of individu-
als as "citizens". This relates not only to social movements, but also to legal issues concerning the
establishment of new social norms, and the trend of self-regulatory activities within the social
system. It is linked furthermore with the need to conceive of a new public domain in which social
welfare is expanded, taking into account the altered modes of individual citizens' information be-
havior, while also taking into consideration the increase in the domain of market functions and
the reduced role of government.

Under the banner of socio-information and communication studies, scholars from various

fields, including legal studies, political science, economics, sociology, socio-psychology and me-
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dia studies, have pursued research on the issues of the rapidly developing information society
from the perspectives of their respective specialisms, while at the same time forming deep coop-
erative links for the development of a comprehensive social-scientific approach. The aim of this
symposium was to set out the future shape of socio-information studies in response to the needs
of the contemporary age.

Specifically, Part 1 of the symposium focused principally on theoretical issues. Besides review-
ing the past achievements of socio-information and communication studies, we also discussed
what future research objectives need to be pursued as we move towards a digital network-based
civil society. Part 2 focused on more practical issues, and sought to show how socio-information
studies and related fields of research have dealt with the various tasks of digital civil society, and
also examined how it can address these issues in the future.

Besides deepening the mutual interaction among academic networks both at home and abroad,
this symposium aimed to promote the further development of research in the field of socio-
information and communication studies by publicizing the results of interdisciplinary research
carried out to date, thus making these results available to the wider society.

This symposium was also a commemorative event marking the end of the Institute of Socio-
information and Communication Studies in its current form, and the movement to a new organi-

zation through union with the Interdisciplinary Initiative in Information Studies.

Program

Friday, October 3rd

13:30-13:40

Opening Address: Tatsuro Hanada, Director of ISICS

Part 1 Panel Discussion
Socio-information and Communication Studies: Past Achievements and Future Tasks
Panelists:
Tatsuro Hanada (Professor and Director, ISICS)
Shohei Yoneyama (Managing Director, Research Institute of Science, Technology and Civi-
lization)
Toru Nishigaki  (Professor, IIIS)
Sung Gwan Park  (Professor and Director, ICR, Seoul National University)

Coordinator: Shunya Yoshimi (Professor, ISICS)
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13:40-15:40 Brief Presentations by the Panelists

13:40-14:10 Tatsuro Hanada

Undercurrents and Developments of Socio-information and Communication Studies

14:10-14:40 Shohei Yoneyama

Information and the Deconstruction/Reconstruction of Learning)

14:40-15:10 Toru Nishigaki

Socio-information and Communication Studies from the Perspective of Boundary Crossing between
the Humanities and Natural Sciences

15:10-15:40:  Sung Gwan Park

The Modernization Process and the Distortions of the Social Communication-World in Korea

Saturday, October 4th

Part 2 Perspectives on Digital Civil Society

Session 1 Information Networks and the Transformation of the State
Chair: Masato Ishizaki (Associate Professor, ISICS)

10:00-10:20 Junichi Hamada (Professor, ISICS)

Information Society, Constitutional Order, and the State

10:20-10:40 Sang-jung Kang (Professor, ISICS)

Network Power and the Digital Information Society: the Future of Sovereignty and the State
10:40-11:00 Ken Sakamura (Professor, IIIS)

The Transformation of Society through Ubiquitous Computing

11:00-11:10 Comment: Hideyuki Tanaka (Associate Professor, ISICS)
11:10-11:50 Questions from the Floor

Session 2 NPOs and Digital Network Society

Chair: Masato Ishizaki (Associate Professor, ISICS)

13:00-13:20 Osamu Sudoh (Professor, ISICS)

The Role of NPOs in the Socio-economic System

13:20-13:40 Shiro Harada (Associate Professor, IIIS)

Digital Opportunity: with special reference to the problems of encoding the Khmer script
13:40-14:00 Sungmin Youn (Associate Professor, ICS, Seoul National University)

The Challenges of New Communication Technologies to the Basic Directions of Cultural Policies
14:00-14:10 Comment: Shin Mizukoshi (Associate Professor, ISICS)
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14:10-14:50 Questions from the Floor

Session 3 Cyber-space: Transformations and Tasks for the Future

Chair: Takeshi Okazaki (Associate Professor, ISICS)

15:10-15:30 Yoshiaki Hashimoto (Professor, ISICS)

The Internet and Changes to Lifestyle Rhythms and Communication Patterns

15:30-15:50 Akihiro Kitada (Associate Professor, ISICS)

Internet Bulletin Board Services and Youth Culture in Contemporary Japan

15:50-16:10 Itsuko Yamaguchi (Associate Professor, ISICS)

The Architectural Style of "Cyber Law"

16:10-16:20 Comment: Kwang Yung Choo (Professor, ICR, Seoul National University)

UNDERGRADUATE INSTRUCTION

The Institute admits undergraduate students for a special course in mass communication and
socio-information studies, which is open to students of other universities in addition to students
of the University of Tokyo. The term of this course is two years. The major subjects covered are
listed below.

In 2002, we decided to introduce some institutional reforms, reflecting the changing environ-
ment in the field of media-related education. The curriculum was revised to take into account the
changing requirements of the media practices. In 2004, further changes are planned in connection
with the union of ISICS with the Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies. This includes the
introduction of courses reflecting the growing importance of information technology in society.
Following the successful implementation of a distance learning system in 2002, special classes
have been held in cooperation with a NPO. In 2003, a weekly lecture course on "ICT and the
Transformation of Civil Society" was managed by Assoc. Prof. Tanaka of ISICS and beamed to
classrooms at Yotsukaichi University, where students and citizens were able also to participate in
the following class discussions. Plans are going ahead for the broadcast of these lectures over the

Internet.
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GRADUATE SCHOOL

Graduate school instruction and research supervision is carried out by the academic staff of
ISICS in the course in Socio-Information and Communication Studies, which is included within
the Department of Socio-Cultural Studies in the Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology.
Graduate students are accepted into this course from diverse backgrounds and fields. There is
also special provision for students who have already embarked on careers outside the academy.

Foreign students are accepted either as graduate students or research students.

THE NEWSPAPER AND MULTI-MEDIA LIBRARY

In response to the advancement of information technology, the former Newspaper Library, es-
tablished in June 1967, was expanded and renamed the Newspaper and Multi-Media Library in
April 1992. This Library is attached to the Institute of Socioinformation and Communication
Studies (ISICS), at the University of Tokyo.

The Library's collection consists of 370 titles of Japanese and overseas newspapers, available
in printed form as well as on microfilm and CD-ROM. In addition, the library is planning to add
audio-visual materials as well as newspapers and CD-ROM:s to its collection.

The Library's collection is available to all those intending to carry out scholarly research on

newspapers.

THE ISICS LIBRARY

The Institute's library has a comprehensive collection of research publications and materials
related to mass communications and socio-information studies. There are also extensive hold-
ings in related fields such as sociology, political science, and the history of thought. The catalogu-
ing and facilities for the search of materials (from both Japanese and overseas sources) are also
well developed. As of the end of March 2003, the total number of Japanese books owned by the
library was 55,745, the total for foreign books was 43,324, and the overall total was 99,069. The
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number of periodical titles to which the library subscribes is 171 Japanese iournals, and 149 for-
eign journals, making a total of 320.

The vast majority of the materials held by the library are related to infomlation, media, and
communications. Some of the items are extremely rare, including materials on media control
with a focus on the fascist period in Japan, a collection of woodblock printed news sheets (kawara-
ban) from the end of the Edo Era and colored illustrations (nishikie) from the beginning of the
Meiji Period (the Hideo Ono Collection), and a collection of propaganda posters from World War
I. There are also a number of black issues of popular magazines from the period prior to World
War II, a wide-ranging journal collection, many foreign periodicals related to overseas communi-
cations research, and basic references concerning new media and disaster information. The li-
brary contributes much to research in related fields.

Personal computers connected to Utnet (The University of Tokyo Network system) are avail-
able for users. A retrieval system for books and journals owned by the library (using the
university-wide WebOPAC system) has been introduced as well as a retrieval system for articles

and papers. Other wide-ranging services, including use of the Internet are provided.

THE STAFF OF THE INSTITUTE AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Professor: HANADA Tatsuro
1) Media Studies
2) - Theoretical examination on the concept of the public sphere and its application to practi-
cal aspects of social processes
+ Problematics of information media and space

* Programme of journalism education

Professor: HIROI Osamu
1) Social Psychology, Sociology of Disaster
2) + The study for improvement of evacuation and warning systems at the time of natural di-
sasters
+ How mass-media report the prediction of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions

+ How the inhabitants in the basin of big rivers look at flood disaster
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Professor: HAMADA Junichi
1) Information Law & Policy
2) - Theory of Information Law
* Theory of Information Policy
+ Defamation and Privacy Invasion Cases Analysis

+ Theory of Convergence of Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Professor: KANG sang jung
1) Investigation of possibilities for regional integration in Northeast Asia, with particular focus
on network formations of ethnic minorities in that region.
2) Comparative analysis of postwar Japan and Korea in terms with the formations of discourses
of media, academic research and journalism.
3) Perception-gap between postwar Japan and USA in terms with media,journalism and aca-

demic discourses.

Professor: SUDOH Osamu
1) Research Fields
Economics on Digital Network based Society
2) Research Interests
+ Impact of Digital Revolution on each economy in advanced industrial countries and on the
global economy
* Electronic Commerce and Electronic Finance
* Information network and endogenous development ; how to construct the information
network for the endogenous development of regional areas

+ Environment problems and sustainable development

Professor: HASHIMOTO Yoshiaki
1) Communication Theory, Socio-psychology
2) -+ Study of Linguistic Communication Process and Pragmatics
+ Analysis of Japanese Information Behavior
* Socio-psychological and socio-linguistic Analysis of Cross-cultural Communication
+ Content Analysis and Study of Effects of TV Programs on the Youth

+ Analysis of Information Transmitting Process and Human Behavior in Emergency
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Professor: YOSHIMI Shunya
1) Popular Culture and Media Event
2) Information Technology and Everyday Life
3) Cultural Studies and Media Theory

Associate Professor: ISHIZAKI Masato
1) Communication Science / Cognitive Science / Computational Linguistics
2) * Micro dynamism of human communication processes

+ Characteristics of electronic communication

Associate Professor: MIZUKOSHI Shin
1) Social History of Media and Information Technologies
2) Practical and Anthropological Studies on Media Expression, Learning and Literacy
3) Genealogy of Media Thought
4) Cultural Studies of East Asian and South East Asian Media

Associate Professor: TANAKA Hideyuki

1) Economics of Information Society

2) - Policies of Information Society
+ Organizational Change in Digital Economies
+ The Structure of Information Goods
+ Communities and Collaborations using Digital Network
+ Economic Impacts of Information Technology Investment
+ Information Security Management

+ Economics of Information Security Investment

Associate Professor: HAYASHI Kaori
1) Media and journalism studies
2) + Journalism and democratic theories
+ Alternative media and social movements
+ The EU and its democratic legitimation: transnational public sphere

* Niklas Luhmann's theory of the mass media system
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Associate Professor: YAMAGUCHI Itsuko

1) Information Law & Policy, Free Speech and Media Law

2) * Theory of the freedom of expression
+ Comparative study on a new framework of "cyberspace law"
* Research on American public broadcasting system
* Research concerning regulation of information and media in UK
* Review of recent Japanese court decisions on media and Journalism
+ Exploration of interdisciplinary approaches to various legal problems emerging with "in-

formatization" of society

Professor: OKAZAKI Tsuyoshi
1) Information and Communication Technology Policy and Law
2) + Competition Policy and International Policy in ICT
* Information Law

+ Law and Economics of Information

Associate Professor: KITADA Akihiro
1) Media history, Theoretical Sociology
2) - Media history
+ Communication culture of the youth

- Communication Studies of ethics

Research Associate: LIU Xueyan
1) Media Studies
2) Internet and Ethnic Chinese Network
3) Media Literacy in East Asian Region
4) Changes in Chinese Mass Media at the Turning Point

Research Associate: BUIST, David C.
1) Anthropology, Cultural Studies, History of Thought, Sociology
2) - Issues of modernity, globalization, and nationalism (focusing on Japan and East Asia)
+ Politics of culture and identity (including cultural policy)

+ Theoretical and philosophical influences on the humanities and social sciences (focusing
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on hermeneutics)

Research Associate: HIRAISHI Kai
1) Evolutionary psychological study of reasoning
2) + In-group bias and cognitive biases on reasoning
+ Individual differences in reasoning

+ Adaptive importance of personality and intelligence.

Research Associate: GOTOH Reiko
1) Economics on the Networked Society, Institutional Economics.
2) - Evolution of Socio-Economic System in the Knowledge-driven Society.
+ Labor Markets and Employment Policies.
* Dynamic Increasing Returns and Economic Policies.

+ Public Governance in the Information Society.

Research Associate: SAKATA Kuniko
1) Media and Communication Studies
2) + Media Culture and Media Practice in Southeast Asia
* Cross-cultural Representation, Cross Cultural Understanding and Media Literacy
+ Media and Development in the Third World
+ Possibilities for Media Expression by Ordinary People

Research Associate: HYUN Mooam
1) Media and Nationalism

2) - Population Movement and Network Formation in the Korean Diaspora

+ The Internet and Civil Society in Korea

Professor (visiting): FUJITA Hirashi
1) Journalism, International Communication, Journalism Education, American Journalism
2) + Public Journalism in the United States.
* Roles of News Agencies in International Communication

+ Comparative Study of Journalism Education in Japan and the United States
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Professor (visiting): SUZUKI masatoshi
1) Corporate Risk Management
2) + Risk Information and Human Activity

+ Risk Communication and Social Disaster Tolerance

Associate Professor (visiting): MINATO Chihiro
1) Visual anthropology and multimedia

2) Image and Memory

Associate Professor (visiting): MORI Yoshitaka
1) Sociology and Cultural Studies
2) Contemporary Popular Culture Media and Urban Culture
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