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Discussions on the Relationship between
Newspaper and Time in the 1960s:
Development, Limitation and Potentiality as
a Response to the Spread of Television

Koji Akagi*

Abstract

This paper investigates the discussions that surfaced in the Japanese newspaper world and
among researchers and critics in the 1960s, concerning newspapers as the “time-expressing
media” and journalism as the “time-expressing conduct.” Thus, this paper aims to find the basis,
or the evidence, to consider the desirable relationship between journalism and time.

This paper targets the discussions regarding newspapers prevalent in the 1960s, as it was
around this time that the positioning of newspaper changed as a result of the advent and spread
of television. Television broadcasting in Japan began in 1953 and by the 1960s its reach had
spread largely. With the spread of television, newspapers fell into a situation that required
them to reconsider the concept of time. This situation gave rise to various discussions on the
relationship between journalism and time.

On the one hand various discussions emphasized the importance of commentary and detailed
reporting rather than fast reporting. On the other hand, there existed a discussion to promote
the view that fastness primarily meant to report unknown facts rather than to report those fast
(i.e., if someone else did not report a fact, the journalist who reported the fact was considered
the fastest). Although these discussions presented a new perspective on the “speed” of news
and relativized conventional speed-centrism in the newspaper world, they did not exceed the
discussion framework which comprises fastness and detailedness. A noteworthy fact is the
existence of a discussion style that appreciated time synthetically, and as the multilayered

amalgam of the past, present and future.

*Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo (at the time of submission)

Key Words : Newspaper, Journalism, Fastness, Detailedness, Synthetical and Multilayered Time.
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