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Early Modern Sea “Chiso” Practice and the Seto Inland Sea
- Case Example of Tsuwaji Island In Iyo-no-Kuni (Iyo Province) -
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Early Modern Sea “Chiso” Practice and the
Seto Inland Sea

- Case Example of Tsuwaiji Island In lyo-no-
Kuni (lyo Province) -

Tatsuya Tamai*

Abstract

While past studies have revealed in detail a number of aspects of land chiso practice in
different areas in Early Modern Japan, how it was practiced on the sea still leaves much to
be clarified. Therefore, this paper analyzes all chiso data collected in association with Tsuwaji
Island in Iyo-no-Kuni (Iyo Province) to examine how chiso was practiced in sea traffic. Note
that the word chiso is defined in this study as a welcoming and hospitality event including
preparation.

The study has suggested that chiso did not necessarily take place onshore (i.e. on the island);
in fact, chiso most frequently took place aboard ships. Gifts to the guest included various types
of items but were most often ships. Officials at the island guard station crossed the domain
border to pay respect to surrounding domains in order to make the event successful, and
officials of other domains were believed to do the same. The study also confirmed that stations
of multiple domains offered their ships to relay goods for the event.

A future research theme is the extent to which the chiso practice can be generalized beyond

its regionality observed on the island and within the Seto Inland Sea.

*Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies

Key Words : the Seto Inland Sea, History of Transport and Communications, Regional history, Chiso.
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