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Exploring Chinese people’s consciousness of the Senkaku Islands issue and
the analysis of the information sources: based on the survey conducted in
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Exploring Chinese people’s consciousness of
the Senkaku Islands issue and the analysis
of the information sources: based on the
survey conducted in Liaoning Province

Chen Song*

Abstract

This paper explores the formation of consciousness on the territorial issue of the Senkaku
Islands (Diaoyu Islands).

Based on the result of the survey, it indicates that Chinese people know more about the
presence of territorial dispute between China and Japan than that of China and Vietnam or
China and India. However, Chinese people have a relatively poor knowledge on the Senkaku
Islands (Diaoyu Islands) issue as a whole. The perception and strong emotion towards this
issue may not be built on the factual knowledge. In addition, based on the comparison of people
who have different educational background, this research found that highly-educated people
tend to know more about the presence of the Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu Islands) issue. However,
neither highly-educated people nor people who with relatively limited educational had little
knowledge on this issue. We conclude that high educational background has little relationship to
form the rational thought on this issue.

Based on content analysis of the People’s Daily and Chinese school's text books, this paper
argues the formation of consciousness around this issue began from the 1990s when the Senkaku
Islands (Diaoyu Islands) witnessed some activities performed by Japan. The People’s Daily in
China published articles reprinted by CCTV and other media organizations to protest against
Japanese government and such activities. A large number of people became interested in this
issue for the first time through the news. However, by a content analysis of the People’s Daily,
it indicates that criticism of Japan, rather than explaining the issue in detail, was the main
focus of the Daily. Access to this information did not necessarily lead to deepening knowledge
on this issue. On the other hand, in the school’s text books there was almost no reference to

the Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu Islands) . Only a few passages referred to the islands without

*Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies
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referring to its contemporary status or giving details about recent and relevant issues. Other
contents in the text books, such as negative references to Japan and maintenance of the
territorial integrity, maybe have the effect of heightening consciousness about territory and
inviolability of the territory.

In conclusion, the Chinese people have a poor knowledge on the Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu
Islands) issue as a whole because little background knowledge about this issues is provided
by Chinese mass media and school education. The intense consciousness showed by some of
Chinese people on this issue seems to be affected by a kind of anti-Japan sentiment which varies
along with the orientation of education. This paper is written before October 2010 when anti-
Japanese movements broke out in some cities in China. In the wake of anti-Japanese movements,
we should continue to maintain the awareness of Chinese people’s consciousness of the Senkaku

Islands issue.
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