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The Spread of Amateurs’ Viewpoints

and the Intention of Enlightening by the
Specialists: The Circumstances of Kabuki in
1960s

Takashi Katsuki

Abstract

Today kabuki is considered as highbrow. This highbrow and artistic image has not been
constructed and spread by the specialists, such as critics or scholars, on kabuki, but by non-
specialists or general public.

Since Meiji era, evaluation on kabuki had depended on the specialists' viewpoints. The turning
point for the evaluation or image of kabuki was 1960s. In 1960s, television sets spread widely
and much kind of magazines appeared in Japanese society. Those social backgrounds increased
the occasion for non-specialists to refer to kabuki on the mass media. The wide influence of non-
specialists on kabuki which continues today began in about 1960s.

This paper considers how the specialists on kabuki reacted and negotiated the viewpoints and
influence of non-specialists in 1960s.

In 1960s, the specialists regarded many of the audience of kabuki as insincere. They
considered that many of those spectators took kabuki theater as a sightseeing spot, or they
came to the theater to see television stars. The specialists intended to teach the fundamental
knowledge of kabuki to them and to enlighten them to see kabuki earnestly. The specialists
denied to revise kabuki to plain style, as some kabuki theatrical companies did, and also denied
to interpret the programs of kabuki with the modern style, when they tried to cultivate non-
specialists. The specialists tried to make them to accept kabuki as the classic style.

Nowadays kabuki is often accepted with modern interpretation, and the way of looking at
kabuki is frequently formed under the leadership of non-specialists. This tendency is spread
widely and the specialists of kabuki are just looked on the situation without enlightening them

about the classic way of looking. This paper clarifies the difference between now and 1960s. The

*Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : kabuki, magazines, Viewpoints of Specialists/Non-specialists, Mass Media, Audience.

B RIS A 2 IR MR OILAR L BEMIR D [#F | & 131



specialists in 1960s believed that their enlightenment for non-specialists was the effective policy,
in spite of the expansion of the occasion for non-specialists to refer to kabuki on the mass media,
and growth of the influence of non-specialists’ viewpoints. And this intention of enlightening

was the sensitive reaction on the growing influence of non-specialists.
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