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Historical Formation of the Figurative Style
in the Reader’s Column of “Shojyo

Sekai” and “Girl” Norm: Before Yoshiya
Nobuko’s “Hanamonogatari”

Keiko Saga*

Abstract

Most specialists thought that “Hanamonogatari” , a novel written by Yoshiya Nobuko, was of
the great significance in Japanese girl's culture in the Meiji and Taisho eras. “Hanamonogatari”
was written in a figurative style, and that fascinated many girls in those days. Some preceding
researches have pointed out that the figurative style had already been used in common by
readers of girl's magazines by the time “Hanamonogatari’ was published. But, it is still
unclear when the style was created. The focus of this paper is when and how the figurative
style was formed in the girl's magazine “Shojyo Sekai” .

I analyzed the reader’s contribution to the publication of “Shojyo Sekai” , that was one of the
most famous girl's magazine in the Meiji and Taisho eras. This survey showed the figurative
style of writing in the magazine first appeared in around 1910 and 1911. Also, the instruction by
the male editors of the magazine played an important role in the creation of this style. In the
Meiji 40’s [1907-1912], the new norm for girl's life style appeared in modern Japan. Instead of the
conventional norm based on patriarchal system and Ryosai Kenbo [good wife, wise mother], girls
were encouraged to adopt the life style of “Pretty Girl” .

Male editors of the magazine promoted the norm “Pretty Girl” , and encouraged to use
beautiful and graceful style for writing. Thus, a romantic and sentimental expression appeared
among girls, and became common. They went beyond the ordinary style, and created their
original decorative style of writing. This romantic and sentimental expression became popular
among girls through the magazine.

Editors who felt crisis in such a situation, warned readers of their figurative style for writing.
However, their attempts were not successful. The figurative style had been an important code to

create girl's community. It was a feature of girl's sensibility. A romantic, sentimental motif and

*Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Girl's magazine, Girl Norm, Correspondence, Yoshiya Nobuko, Hanamonogatari.
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expression spread among girls, and it became the base of girl's culture and schoolgirl’s culture

in Taisho era.
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