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The ideal distance between the academia
and the mass media business

Tomoaki Ide*

Abstract

When the annual event of the Japan Society for Studies in Journalism and Mass
Communication was held in June 2009, one of MC raised a question about the relationship
between the researchers working in the universities and the journalists working in mass media
companies. He said that the researchers and the journalists are looking down on and despising
each other in Japan.

As symbolizing with what he spoke, there used to be a long distance between the academia
and the mass media industries in Japan. The residents of academia think that journalists of
broadcasting and newspapers are too silly and do a lot of thing unsuitable for journalism and
that such journalism companies never reform the way of thinking and their systems to improve.
On the other hand, the residents of journalism fields think that the researchers in academia
know very little about the real life and that they look like just studying in a closed birdcage.
There are some reasons peculiar to such Japanese way of thinking about journalism. The main
reason is that journalism was too holy in Japan to be discussed about the company management,
especially about the money. So the Japanese holly journalism in academia was isolated from
the real life and the business. But there occurred a lot of scandals related to the mass media
journalism in the real life since 1990s. So the Japanese society began to need the reconciliation
between them.

Author indicates the necessity and the validity of the reconciliation, and shows one of the
concrete alternatives how to solve the problems. It is to establish the journalism school system
like US with the industry-university cooperation. But with the Japanese society peculiarity we

have to customize the Japanese journalism school. For example, both of the academia and mass

*Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies

Key Words : Journalism, Academism, Academia, Mass media, Mass communication, Marketing.
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media knows very little about the people. Because the academia avoided the relationship with
the real life and the mass media outsourced the marketing function to the advertising companies
historically. Some of the Japanese advertising companies have functions not only advertising
but also marketing, branding, consulting, managing and risk management etc. So it is valid to
organize the appropriate team on the process of establishing journalism school with academia,

mass media and advertising companies.
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