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How Can “Immortal” Memories Be True?
: The Concept of Collective Graves in Pre-
war Japan

Jun Abe

Abstract

This study aims to reconsider a grave as an immortal. medium from two perspectives.
One is Kokka kazoku ron, one of the pre-war Japanese political thoughts. Another one is
collective memories-based media design. It will do so by analyzing the books written by Ungai
(Nagamori) Hosono in the 1930s: Shiso akka no In (The Causes of Deteriorating Social Thoughts),
Shi-kun Shi-min (The Emperor and the Common People) and Fumetsu no Fumbo (The Huge
Grave of Immortality).

The keyword “immortality” is a word that captures the national psyche during this period.
From the point that, people at the time had three views regarding respected ancestors; the first
two are the respect for the family members either acquainted or unacquainted. And the last one
is the respect for the Emperor (known as Kokka kazoku ron) which is ideological view emerging
from the '‘KOKUTAI' political theology. Hence, when the increasing of neglected graves
become the social problems, Hosono pointed out the possibility of deterioration of people’s ethics
and suggested the solution by redesign of grave.

In Shiso akka no In and Shi-kun Shi-min, Hosono compiled newspaper articles that highlight
the social conditions of the time. In the third book, Fumetsu no Fumbo, Hosono argues that
new graves were being designed as communal and permanent artifacts. In this book, Hosono
expressed the peculiar concept of preserving the history by considering the relationship
between eternity and community sharing as key to the solution of it. Though his suggestion has
not been implemented, its conclusions have remarkable implications for media studies, especially
as one mean of human’s media representation.

The purpose of this thesis is to review Hosono’s idea of the “immortal” grave and explain

how Hosono perceives of collective memories of ‘Community’. The result of this research

*The Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
Key Words : Memory, Media Studies, Graves, Immortality, 1930s, Community.

172 RRORFREBAEMATORE  HWFATE No79



expects to assist the reconsideration of the national memory media in the future.
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